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1 Corinthians 7:31b (29-31 [32-35])
[Jonah 3:1-5, 10; St. Mark 1:14-20]
3rd Sunday after The Epiphany
Sunday, January 25, 2009
Sermon 	1 Corinthians 7:31b
“Epiphany Assurance:
Spiritual Security Trumps Material Matter”
	In the name of the Triune God—Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.  [Amen.]
	Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  [Amen.]
Epistle Reading	1 Corinthians 7:29-31 [32-35] (esp. 31b)
For the present form of this world is passing away.
		Introduction Information
	1.	This past Thursday, January 22, was the 36th anniversary of Roe v. Wade—the Supreme Court landmark ruling that legalized the wanton murder of unborn babies in America.
	2.	Our new President furthered this travesty yesterday when he “quietly ended the … ban on giving federal money to international groups that perform abortions or provide information on the option.” (Southeast Missourian, January 24, 2009, 1A)
	3.	Regarding “Social Ministry” & “Word and Sacrament Ministry”—Word and Sacrament Ministry (the clear proclamation of God’s Holy Word) must shape and influence Social Ministry (how we live our daily lives in the light of the Gospel), otherwise Social Ministry embraces, extols, and promotes sin-stained immorality as is the case with abortion and its counterpart euthanasia.
	4.	1991/2005 Synodical Catechism regarding the 5th Commandment, abortion, and euthanasia.
	5.	Abortion/Life information culled from various websites:
Abortion/Life Information for
Weekend of Sunday, January 25, 2009
Useful Abortion Statistics derived from pro-abortion sources courtesy of The Alan Guttmacher Institute and Planned Parenthood's Family Planning Perspectives. 
Worldwide
	Number of abortions per year: Approximately 42 Million 
	Number of abortions per day: Approximately 115,000

United States
	Number of abortions per year: 1.37 Million (1996)
	Number of abortions per day: Approximately 3,700

Who's having abortions (age)?
52% of women obtaining abortions in the U.S. are younger than 25;
	Women aged 20-24 obtain 32% of all abortions;
	Teenagers obtain 20% and girls under 15 account for 1.2%. 
Who's having abortions (marital status)?
64.4% of all abortions are performed on never-married women;
	Married women account for 18.4% of all abortions and divorced women obtain 9.4%.
Who's having abortions (religion)?
	Women identifying themselves as Protestants obtain 37.4% of all abortions in the U.S.;
	Catholic women account for 31.3%,
	Jewish women account for 1.3%, and
	women with no religious affiliation obtain 23.7% of all abortions.
	18% of all abortions are performed on women who identify themselves as "Born-again/Evangelical".



Why women have abortions
	1% of all abortions occur because of rape or incest;
	6% of abortions occur because of potential health problems regarding either the mother or child; and
	93% of all abortions occur for social reasons (i.e. the child is unwanted or inconvenient).

At what gestational ages are abortions performed:
52% of all abortions occur before the 9th week of pregnancy,
25% happen between the 9th & 10th week,
	12% happen between the 11th and 12th week,
	6% happen between the 13th & 15th week,
	4% happen between the 16th & 20th week, and
	1% of all abortions (16,450/yr.) happen after the 20th week of pregnancy.
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Do You Know The Hard Facts About
Abortion In America?
Source—Abortion: Facts at a Glance - Planned Parenthood Federation of America; Abortion in the United States, Facts in Brief - Alan Guttmacher Institute; Pro Life Answers to Pro Choice Arguments - Randy Alcor

	

Do You Know?
	That the taking of a human life by abortion is legal in the USA at any time throughout the entire nine months of pregnancy ... FOR ANY REASON!
	
	At 18 days after conception, a baby has a heartbeat. 
	
	At 6 weeks following conception, the babies brain waves can be measured.  At 8 weeks after conception, the stomach, liver, and kidneys of the baby are functioning, and fingerprints have formed.

At 9 weeks, the unborn child can feel pain.
	
	That 700,000 abortions are performed each year in America after 9 weeks into the pregnancy. 
	
	The overwhelming majority of all abortions, (95%), are done as a means of birth control.  Only 1% are performed because of rape or incest; 1% because of fetal abnormalities; 3% due to the mother's health problems.

	For every two babies born another baby dies in an abortion. 


That's 1.5 million babies each year; 
That's 4,000 babies every day; 
That's 1 baby every 20 seconds; 
That's Approximately
40 million babies since 1973; 
And that's just here in America.

So, Now You Know...
Talking Points (Abortion) by Focus on the Family Issue Analysts
	We desire to end the practice of abortion: making it both illegal and unthinkable. 
	Pre-born babies in the womb are indisputably human, and the intentional killing of any human at any stage of development is morally wrong. 

The practice of abortion places women at risk. 
	Women having abortions face a number of possible physical complications, including problems with future pregnancies. 
Studies find reported substance abuse and suicide as more common among women who abort their pregnancies as compared to those who give birth. 
	We desire to decrease the number of abortions committed each year, working within present legal restraints to incrementally curtail the practice of abortion. 
We support federal and state legislation placing limits and restrictions on abortion … .
Simple Answers to Complex Questions about Abortion from Lutherans for Life
	1.	Are there any abortions that are God-pleasing and permissible?
Answer: Abortion is never pleasing to God.  There are times, however, when an abortion is an unavoidable result of a medical procedure to save the life of the mother.  If the mother’s actual life were really threatened, a conscientious physician would first try to save both mother and baby.  In the rare case where a decision must be made to save one or the other, the woman and her husband should seek the advise of the attending physician and Lutheran pastor and hopefully arrive at the best God-pleasing decision.

	I.	Christ will return soon. (29a)
29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short.

	II.	Focus on Jesus! (29b-31a)
From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it.
      [32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.]

Old Testament Reading	Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. . . .
      10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.
Holy Gospel Reading	St. Mark 1:14-20
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
	16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.
God grant it all for the sake of Jesus Christ, His humble Son, our holy Savior.  [Amen.] 
	In the name of the Triune God—Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.  [Amen.]


