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Invocation	In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

I	Jairus—
		a leader of the synagogue—
			in desperation comes to Jesus.

My little daughter lies at the point of death.  Come and lay Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live.                                (St. Mark 5.23)

A woman—
	cursed with a flow of blood for twelve straight years—
		in desperation comes to Jesus.

If only I may touch his clothes, I shall be made well.                    (St. Mark 5.28)

A woman—
	whose mother who is dying of cancer—
		drops to her knees in desperation 
and comes to Jesus.
		
		You can make my mama well, Lord..

A man—
	whose wife has been overtaken by dementia—
		lies on his bed at night—
			and in desperation he comes to Jesus in prayer.
		
		Keep her safe, Lord, and deliver her from this evil.

A child—
	just old enough to understand
		what it means that grandma has to move to the nursing home—
			in desperation 
				kneels beside his bet at night and prays—	
		Please don’t let my grandma die, Jesus.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

II	Whether from the towns around the Sea of Galilee—
	or
	from this chapel—
	or
	from your apartments—
	or
	from the homes of your families—
		the prayers of the desperate rise up to Jesus.

	Save my daughter.
	Heal my sickness.
	Save my mother.  
Help my father.
	Deliver my wife.  
Keep grandma safe.
		One after another—
			without ceasing—
				the prayers of those who can no longer do anything else
					rise up to Jesus 
like smoke from incense in the temple of God.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

III	In the Bible—
		Jesus answers these kinds of prayers
			in an instant—
				just like that.

	Right when he hears them—
			he raises the dead 
			and
			he heals the sick
			and
			he relieves the suffering of everyone involved.

	He heals Jairus’ daughter.
		Talitha cumi—he says.
		Get up little girl.                                                                                                 (St. Mark 5.41)
			And the little girl gets up.

	He heals the bleeding woman.
	Daughter, your faith has made you well.
	Go in peace and be healed of your affliction.                                              (St. Mark 5.34)
		And she was healed.

IV	Jesus promises us
		the very same answer
			to our prayers.

	When someone you love is dying 
		of cancer
		or Alzheimer’s
		or just plain old age—
			Jesus promises to say to them—
				Old man, get up!
				Old woman, I say to you, arise.

	When one of your loved ones
		is losing their memory
		or
		can no longer take care of themselves
			Jesus promises to say to them—
				Your faith as made YOU well.  
				Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction.

	When you yourself
		get to the point
			where there’s nothing left for you to do but pray in desperation—
				Jesus promises that he will do for you
					what we see him do in the gospel today.
						He will heal your diseases.
						He will put a stop to your afflictions.
						He will raise you up from the dead!

V	In the Bible—
		that happened immediately—just like that.

	For us—
		that might not be the case.
	
	Jesus certainly could heal us all right now.
		And he may very well do it.

	But truly—
		the miracles in our gospel today
			are not about NOW.
		These miracles
			are really signs of what life will be like
				in the age to come—
					in the New Heavens and the New Earth
						when this fallen world has passed away.

	Jesus’ miracles of 
		resurrection 
		and
		healing
			are pictures of what we will all experience
				when Jesus descends from heaven with a shout
					and raises us from the dead
						as he ushers in the New Creation  
and welcomes us into the life of the world to come.

VI	What we see happen in the gospel today
		will happen to us.
it will happen
to all who believe in Christ 
as their Lord and Savior
and 
as the worker of miracles for them.

	We will all be healed.
	We will all be raised up from the dead.
		And when Jesus does that for us
			we will all rejoice in the presence of Christ 
and of God the Father Almighty.  Amen.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

VII	In the meantime—
		while we wait in faith for that great day—
		while we wait
			Jesus tells us what he told the ruler of the synagogue—
				while he waited for his daughter to be healed.

	Jesus says—
DO NOT BE AFRAID.
ONLY BELIEVE.                                                                                                             (St. Mark 5.36)
//////////
	Do not be afraid.
	Only believe.
________________________________________________________________

VIII	Do not be afraid.
Only believe that the mercies of the Lord are new every morning for you—
			and that his compassion never fails.

	Do not be afraid.
Believe that the Lord is good to you while you wait 
for him
			and 
for the fulfillment of all his promises.

	Do not be afraid.
Believe 
			that while you sit in silence
			and
			bear the yoke of suffering  
				the Lord is on his way
and He will not cast you off forever.

Believe that the Lord will show you compassion according to the multitude of his mercies.

	Believe that Christ Jesus does not afflict you willingly 
nor 
does he grieve the children of men.                                        (Lamentations 3.22-33)

	DO NOT BE AFRAID!
	ONLY BELIEVE.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

IX	That’s the hard part isn’t it?
		Believing that God is doing all these things in Christ  
			while we see what goes on around us with our own two eyes?
			and
			while we experience ourselves
				sickness
				suffering
				pain
				and
				death all around?

	It’s hard not to fear and only believe
when
			our parents
			our friends
			our neighbors
			even our children
				die and leave us alone.

	It’s hard not to fear and only believe
		when
			our brothers in sisters in Christ
				suffer debilitating illnesses and injuries
					and we do not know why.

It’s ha	rdnot to fear and only believe
		when
			Our neighbors get sick and have to move to the nursing home.
	




	And
	It’s hard not to fear and only believe
		when
			We lose
				our health
				our memory
				our ability to care for ourselves.

	Over and over again we see it.
	Day in and day out
		the suffering goes on all around us
and within us—
				seemingly without end.

	So it’s hard to believe Jesus will do for us 
what he did in the gospel.
________________________________________________________________

X	But do you think it was easy for Jairus to believe in Jesus
	when he came to him and begged him to help his little girl?
			It wasn’t.

	Do you think it was easy 		
		for that woman
			who bled day and night
				for twelve straight years?
					It wasn’t.

	Do you think it was easy for
		the apostles
		and
		all the disciples
			who followed Jesus during his earthly ministry?
				It wasn’t.

	The people they loved got sick—
just like it now.

	The people closest to them suffered for reasons they didn’t understand—
just like it now.  

	Their parents and friends and neighbors—
		and yes, even their children—
			died and left them broken-hearted—
				just like now.

It was not easy for them to put away their fear.
It was not easy for them to believe.  
Because
It was no different for them then
that it is for us now.

XI	And still—
still Jesus told them
			what he tells us today—
				DO NOT BE AFRAID.
				ONLY BELIEVE.

	Do not fear injury in your old age.
	Do not fear sickness or disease.
	Do not fear dementia or Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s or MS or any other affliction.
	Do not fear death.

	DO NOT BE AFRAID.
	ONLY BELIEVE.

	Believe that Jesus will 
		heal you of every injury 
and 
relieve you of all your aches and pains.
			
	Believe that Jesus will deliver you from
		every disease and every sickness 
that the devil, the world, and your sinful flesh 
inflict upon your soul.
	
	Believe that Jesus will drive away
		dementia and Alzheimer’s and every dread disease when he returns
			just like he drove out demons from those who were possessed
			and
			just like he has promised to do—
				by showing us today 
					what our eternal life will be like when he comes again in glory.

	Believe that even death—YOUR death—
		will be no match for Jesus—
			when he comes again to raise you from your grave. 

DO NOT BE AFRAID.
	ONLY BELIEVE.
________________________________________________________________

XII	Yes, it’s hard to believe.
//////////
	That’s not exactly true.

	It’s impossible to believe this stuff.

	Of your own doing 
		and by your own will—
			you would NEVER believe anything you’ve heard from Jesus today—
				much less what you hear from me.
				
	So God has given us the Holy Spirit to work belief in our hearts and in our minds.

	No one can say that Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit.                       (I Corinthians 12.3)
	and 
	No one can believe in Jesus’ power to 
heal 
and 
save 
and 
deliver—
			except by the Holy Spirit.

	By ourselves we cannot believe in anything Jesus promises—
	By ourselves we cannot follow Jesus one step—
	By ourselves we cannot conquer our fears—
		but the Holy Spirit 
			gracious as he is—
				calls us by the gospel
				gives us the gift of belief in Jesus’ promises
				makes us holy in God’s sight
				and
				keeps and supports us in our belief.
	
The Holy Spirit
		drives away our fear
and
gives us the belief that Jesus demands.

	And that belief 
is a 
bold belief.

XIII	Jairus didn’t pray some 
wishy-washy—
	I don’t really know what I want—
		maybe you might could do something for me Lord—
			kind of prayer.
	No—he was bold in his Spirit-given belief.
		Put your hands on my daughter Jesus.			
		That will heal her.
		And she will live.                                                                                            (St. Mark 5.23)
	The bleeding woman
		was also bold in the prayer she let loose from her lips.
		If only I may touch Jesus’ clothes
			I shall be made well.                                                                    (St. Mark 5.28)
					  
	That’s the kind of belief Jesus calls you to today.
and
That’s the kind of belief the Holy Spirit gives.

XIV	So repent.
/////////

	Yes.  Repent.

	Repent of being wishy-washy
and wavering in your prayers before Lord.
			That’s a sin.
		
	St. James says
	You do not have because you do not ask.
	You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss.                                                 (James 4.3)

	So repent of not asking Jesus
to give you what you truly need.

	And repent of your fear.
	St. Paul says
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.                                                                                                                               (II Timothy 1.7)
	
	Repent of your timid belief.
	Repent of your unspiritual fear.
	And
	When you are desperate 
		like Jairus
		or
		like that bleeding woman—
	When there’s nothing left for you to do but pray—
			Be bold.

DO NOT BE AFRAID.
			ONLY BELIEVE.

		Believe that Jesus will give you what you ask—
			because he says—
. . . whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.                                                                                          (St. John 14.13)

XV	DO NOT BE AFRAID.
	ONLY BELIEVE.

	Do what Paul told the jailer in Philippi—
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.                                        (Acts 16.31)

Believe what Jeremiah tells us in Lamentations.
Though he causes grief, the LORD will yet show you compassion.           (Lamentations 3.32)

Believe what Jesus says to Jairus—
	Do not be afraid.
	Only believe.                                                                                                       (St. Mark 5.36)

And when Jesus come again in glory
	you will hear him say to you the very same thing
		he told that woman with the issue of blood.
Your faith has made you well.                                                                                (St. Mark 5.34)
________________________________________________________________

XVI	DO NOT BE AFRAID.
	ONLY BELIEVE.
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Lord I believe.
Help Thou my unbelief.                                                                                               (St. Mark 9.24)

Amen.

Invocation	In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Hymn of Response:  Create in Me.



