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Why?  Why not?! 

 
Why?  That’s a very simple, yet very profound question, isn’t it?  This 

question is simple that you don’t ever have to teach kids to ask it.  By nature, it’s 
just a part of who they are.  “Why is the grass green?  Why is the sky blue?  Why 
can’t we do this?  Why do we have to do that?”  I’d like to say that we eventually 
grow out of this inquisitive stage, but we don’t.  “Why” is just a part of who we 
are too.  What’s interesting to me is the fact that we don’t really understand just 
how much of a role this simple question plays in our lives.  We can get by without 
ever really knowing “who, what, when, and where.”  We have to know “why” 
though.  “Why did this happen?”  We need to know.  Of course, there are always 
those times in life when we feel like we don’t need to know why.  As far as we’re 
concerned, we already have all the necessary facts.  We know why, at least, we 
think we do. 

 
As we look to the Gospel lesson for this morning, we hear the disciples 

expressing this same sort of confidence.  “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?”  Notice:  They don’t ask why the man was born 
blind.  As far as they’re concerned, they know why—sin.  What they want to know 
is where to place the blame, on the man himself or on mom and dad.  Those are the 
only two logical reasons, right?  Either the man is being punished with blindness 
because he’s a sinful degenerate or he’s being punished for the sins of the parents.  
Either/or. 

 
What’s ironic here is the fact that the disciples are the ones who are blind 

to the reality of the situation.  They’re the ones who are blind to the ways and will 
of their heavenly Father.  As far as they’re concerned, this man’s blindness is an 
either/or result of someone’s sin.  What they don’t understand, and what Jesus 
makes clear, is the fact that this isn’t an either/or, both/and sort of situation.  “It 
was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 
displayed in him.”   

 
Now, if you’ve been worshiping with us on Wednesday evenings, you’ll 

immediately recognize this as the definition of a miracle.  Jesus makes clear that 
there is clearly a third option when it comes to this man’s condition.  He’s not 
blind because he committed some terrible sin.  He’s not blind because mom and 
dad were terrible, degenerate sinners.  He’s blind because God is going to use his 
blindness to make His glory known and visible to everyone. 
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Before we go any further, it is important to take a moment to clarify 

what this means, and more importantly, to clarify what this doesn’t mean.  This 
doesn’t mean that God caused this man to be born blind all so that He could 
capitalize on the suffering.  That would make God out to be a vengeful, almost sick 
and twisted kind of god; a god who makes people suffer so He can puff Himself up 
and make everyone afraid of Him.  That’s a bully.  That’s not God—not the God 
of Scripture at least. 

 
You see, this is where the disciples were correct in their diagnosis.  The 

man was blind because of sin.  That doesn’t mean that he’s being punished for 
any particular sin.  It only means that blindness is one of the many different 
symptoms of the deadly condition of sin—a condition that affects and infects 
every man, woman, and child.  Remember:  Sin is not just what you do.  Sin is who 
you are, by nature.  By virtue of your conception by a sinful mom and a sinful dad, 
you too are sinful.  Two wrongs don’t make a right!  Two sinful parents conceive 
and give birth to children of their own sinful flesh and blood.   

 
This is one of those cases where God is making the most of a bad, sinful 

situation.  God uses this man’s blindness as a way of demonstrating His almighty 
glory and power to all those around.  Everyone knew this blind guy.  Everyone 
knew he truly was born blind.  This wasn’t an act or a fraud.  God uses this man’s 
cross of blindness to demonstrate to everyone around that this man—this Jesus of 
Nazareth—was truly almighty God in the flesh.  Just as Isaiah had prophesied 
about the Messiah 700 years earlier, the blind were receiving the gift of sight from 
the Messiah.  Too bad many of the people who witnessed this very profound 
miracle were themselves blind (and deaf) to the Messianic, almighty reality 
standing right before them. 

 
“Okay, but what does this have to do with me today pastor?  That’s all good 

and fine and wonderful that this man received his sight through the working of 
Christ’s miracle.  It’s wonderful that this same man was brought to faith through 
this miracle.  It’s a terrible shame that others rejected this miracle and rejected 
Christ.  But what does all this have to do with me?  I believe.  I know who Christ is.  
I know what He can do.”  Well I have no doubt that you do, indeed, believe like 
you say you do, I want to remind you that we still carry the same cross of sinful, 
selective blindness that those first disciples did. 

 
How many of you, when things go south in the life of someone close to you, 

wonder what that person did to make God angry?  How many of you, when things 
go south in your own life, turn your eyes to heaven and ask God, “Why?  Why are 
you doing this to me?  Why am I being punished?  What have I done to earn such a 
raw deal?  What can I do to make things right?  Why me?”   

 



 3 
Why not you!  Remember:  Sin isn’t just what you do; it’s who you are, 

by nature.  As we confessed at the very beginning of this service, we are by nature, 
sinful and unclean.  Because of our sin, we deserve nothing but present and 
eternal punishment.  You weren’t just going through the motions, were you?  You 
did mean what you said, right?  It’s easy to say, isn’t it?  It’s incredibly hard to 
believe and live though.   

 
We do deserve nothing but death and damnation, not just because of the sins 

we do, but because of the fallen deaf, dumb, and blind sinners that we are, by 
nature, from cradle to grave.  Folks:  This is why God gave His only begotten Son 
to die for the sins of the world.  The wage of sin is death, and ALL have sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God.  That ALL is pretty all-inclusive, isn’t it?  
That’s everyone—every man, woman, and child.  There’s nothing—not one 
thing—that any of us can do, apart from Christ, that will merit forgiveness of one 
single sin—actual or original.  That’s why God so loved and had compassion on 
the world—the whole world, not just those who’ve reached the age of pubescent 
accountability and have made the decision to be a Christian.  He gave His one and 
only Son as an all-redeeming sacrifice for us.  Again, that “all” is pretty all-
inclusive, isn’t it?  Christ Jesus paid the wage that we never could—paid in full 
with His life-blood. 

 
My friends:  That’s why we’re here today.  That’s what “church” is all 

about.  We’re here—we exist as a church—not because we want to be some tax-
exempt, good-deed-doing, support group.  We exist because we know and 
recognize Christ.  We know and trust Him when He says that these are the means 
He uses to make disciples of all nations.  This is the place those means of grace are 
freely administered.  By faith, this is where we see and hear Christ.  In the same 
way, we exist, not just to selfishly tend to ourselves, but to make Christ known to 
a world that doesn’t know Him or recognize Him.  That’s what Christ is talking 
about when He says, “We must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is 
day.” 

 
And in this way, I want to be clear before we close that nobody ever said 

that being a faithful child of God in this life is going to be easy.  Your “why 
God’s” betray you!  As you already confessed, you don’t deserve anything but 
death and damnation.  Because of God’s grace—because of Christ alone—you are 
completely and fully redeemed though.  My prayer for you is that you no longer 
look at the many and various crosses we bear in this life as divine punishments for 
sin, but see them for what they really are:  Divine opportunities to give glory to 
God and make His love, His compassion, and His unconditional mercy known to 
all He brings us into contact with.  Why me?  Why not me!  Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow! 

AMEN 


