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ward to serving you and ask your kind help and cooperation in helping
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From our “Toward

Un-
Confusion!”

Pastor A. J. Wollenburg

     Confusion reigns. Lord,

help us!

     Someone recently took

me to task for com-

menting on the

Bruce /Ca i t l in

Jenner sex

change which

has recently

been in the

news. They

said that it is

so obviously

wrong that it

needs no com-

mentary at all, much

less from a pastor. My answer

was/is that if I remain silent,

then there will be some peo-

ple who, confused by the

media responses, will say

that, hearing nothing to the

contrary from the church,

they figured that the church

agrees. It’s maddening.

     Even as I write this article,

I am waiting, with others of

you, for the U.S. Supreme

Court to rule on same sex

marriage.

    There is so

MUCH confusion

in our culture.

People are

c o n f u s e d

about who

they are,

where they

belong, what

they should (or

should not) do,

and what is their fu-

ture (if they even have one).

     On top of people’s per-

sonal crises, there are far too

many “churches” which are

trying to

Dear Brothers and
Sisters in Christ our
Lord :

(contin’ on p. 3  F )
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836 Park Avenue
Sikeston, MO.  63801

573.471.5842

Mrs. Brenda Moore,
Teacher/Director

Parents, grandparents, aunts,

uncles, and frie
nds: Have you

ever considered that you could

help your fa
mily/frie

nds with

paying our very nominal tuition?

What a great way to share

Christ with children, and give

them a firm
 foundation upon

which to begin their educational

career! (P
lease contact Mrs.

Moore at 573.471.5842.)

START OF THE
SCHOOL YEAR

WORSHIP and OPEN
HOUSE will be on

Sun., 9 AUGUST, at
2P here at the

Church. After the
very short worship

service, hang around
to meet the students

and their families!

Our ONLY SCHOOL PICTURE where all were present!

A warm Spring day! Woohoo!

P
L

EASE HELP
US PASS

THE
WORD!

Enrolling for 2015-2016!

T CONCORDIA T

DID YOU KNOW? As soon as

children become 4 years old, they

may enroll and begin attending!

No waiting!

DID YOU KNOW? That your

preschool tuition might be tax

deductible (if you itemize)?

Check with your tax consultant.

Enrolling for 2015-2016!

THANKS FOR A GREAT SCHOOL YEAR!!
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find out where the cultural

winds are blowing, and then

are rushing to get out in front

to pretend that they are

somehow representing God.

Many are MISrepresenting

God!

     I offer here for you and

anyone who will pay atten-

tion, the cure for the aston-

ishing cultural

confusion: DOC-

TRINE.

     Yes, that’s

right. The very

doctrines (teach-

ings) which too

many people (and

even churches!)

reject, are what

will lead us toward

Cultural UNconfu-

sion!

H  H  H
THE PROBLEM

     It was/is a problem which re-
peats itself. Judges 17:6 - “In
those days Israel had no king;
everyone did as they saw fit.”
     Whenever Scripture says
this, it always carries a negative
connotation. Look up some
other, similar Scriptures in:

Judges 21:25

Psalm 81:12
Proverbs 3:5

Proverbs 14:12
Proverbs 21:2 
Isaiah 63:10
Jeremiah 8:2
and others.

     Our culture (and some
churces) arrived at this point by
the relativism phase through
which we went some years ago.
Your pastor preached against
that, too. :-)  Relativism taught

us that there is
no such thing as
absolute truth.
You may have
your truth and I
may have my
truth. And, even
though those
truths may con-
flict with each
other, they are
both equally
true.
   Yep, it always

confused me, too! 2 + 2 can
equal 4 AND 5? BOTH are
true? It can’t be! Can you see
the devastating effects which
such thinking could have on
families? The husband’s “truth”
is that he can have girlfriends;
the wife’s “truth” is that she can
have man-friends; what a mess
will be made of that family! Who
CAN’T see that?!

From our Pastor:

“TOWArD UNCONFUsION!”
(contin’d from p. 1)

(contin’ on p. 4  F )

?
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H  H  H
TOWARD UNCONFUSION:
THE DOCTRINE OF MAN

     The purpose of doctrine is to

teach us how things are, and

how they are to be. A famous

theologian has been noted as

saying “doctrine is life” (“google”

the phrase sometime). The doc-

trine teaches

us about man.

While MUCH

has been writ-

ten to teach

us about man,

we share a

n u t s h e l l

teaching here. 

     1.   W e

come from

God. God cre-

ated humankind. We were cre-

ated for life with Him. We do not

exist independently from God.

He created us for fellowship

with Him. We were intended, by

our very creation, to live forever

in fellowship with God. We were

made the way He wanted us to

be: perfect. Man and woman.

Together. To serve each other.

And to procreate. In other

words, to be a family. 

     2.   BUT, tragically, our par-

ents Adam and Eve rebelled

against God. As a result of their

“fall” into sin, the entire creation

has been tainted with sin.

Where there is sin, there is

death. Where there is death,

there will be decay and trouble.

Now we are subject to things

like disease (of the body and

the mind). As we all know, there

are entire industries which have

sprung up to

deal with dis-

ease (con-

sider St.

Jude’s Chil-

dren’s Hospi-

tal, the Kenny

Rogers Cen-

ter, etc.)

    3.   Where

there is sin,

there is con-

tinuing rebellion against God.

Some things which we know are

right we do not do. Intentionally

or unintentially. Some things

which we know are not right, we

do anyhow. This is called “sin.”

The Bible says that “sin is law-

lessness” (1 John 3:4). 

     4.   Therefore, humankind is

in need of redemption. If you do

not believe
(contin’d on p. 6  F )

From our Pastor:

“TOWArD UNCONFUsION!”
(contin’d from p. 3)



July 2015     +  5   +                 Christ for You!

7:30P-9P WED. ▬
EVENINGS ONLY a 9
WEEK COMMITMENT.

Lesson:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

DATE:

3 June

10 June

17 June

24 June

NO

5 Aug.

12 Aug.

19 Aug.

26 Aug.

2 sept.

Title & Biblical Text:

“Last Things” ▬ Matt. 3:2, 11-12

“Death and Dying” ▬ romans 6:23

“Heaven and Hell” ▬ Matt. 10:28; Lk. 23:46

“Judgment in the Old Testament” ▬ Ps. 96:12-13

CLAss     AT     ALL     IN     JULY!!

“Judgment Day” ▬  Matt. 25:31-46
“resurrection” ▬ 1 Cor. 15:35-49 

“The Last Day” ▬ Matt. 24:29-31

“signs of the Times” ▬ Matt. 24:3-28
Watching for Eternity ▬ Matt. 24:42-44

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

“ T H E  E N D
T I M E S ”

We will do this clear and easy-to-follow study in two parts: the four
Wednesday’s in JUNE and then the four Wednesday’s in AUGUST
(PLUS the first Wednesday in Sept.) 

We would like to strongly encourage ALL of our members
to participate in this Bible Study. There is a very great deal of false
teaching in our community (much of it taken from “sources” on the
internet about the End times). The Lord does NOT want you to be
frightened! The Lord does NOT want you to constantly question
your eternal salvation! Join us for clear, straightforward, solidly Bib-
lical answers! Invite a friend or family member(s)!

T CONCORDIA T

FIRST CLASS ON

WED., 3
 JUNE!!

TAKE JULY OFF
NO CLASS IN JULY



that, you do not have to look

any further than to history,

where you will learn all manner

of the atrocities and perversions

of humankind.

H  H  H
TOWARD UNCONFUSION:
THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

     God is not something which
you can just make up (though
many try to do just that). God
has existed from before the be-
ginning of time, and will exist
until after the end of
time. He is eternal.
     The Bible as-
cribes any number
of attributes (char-
acteristics) to
God. Omnipotent.
Omniscient. Om-
nipresent. eternal.
Just. Merciful. Holy. Just to
name some of them. You can
find more of them by reading
Luther’s Small Catechism (or,
directly, by reading the Bible).
     God has revealed HImself to
us as the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, three separate
and distinct Persons in the one
God. While we generally speak
of God the Father as the Cre-

ator, of God the Son as the Re-
deemer, and of God the Holy
Spirit as the Sanctifier, it is

proper to understand that all
Three Persons participate in all
of the work of God (see the
Athanasian Creed).
     It was in the Person and
Work of Jesus Christ that God
the Son became flesh and
blood, born of the virgin Mary.
Jesus is God Who took the sins
of the world upon Himself. He
never sinned. He died to pay for
all sins. He arose from His
grave on Easter morning. He
forgives the sins of those who

repent of their sins and
believe in Him. He

does not forgive the
sins of those who
are impenitent. He
will visibly return to
the the world when

time ends and will
judge all sin and evil.

The unbelievers will be
damned to hell for all of eternity.
The believers will be taken into
heaven for all of eternity.

H  H  H
TOWARD UNCONFUSION:

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN . . .
     So, we rightly ask, “What is

happening when so many soci-

etal values
(contin’ on p. 7  F )

From our Pastor:

“TOWArD UNCONFUsION!”
(contin’d from p. 4)

July 2015     +  6   +                Christ for You!
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are being challenged?”

     The answer, simply, is sin.
Mankind is naturally inclined,
since the fall into sin, to chal-
lenge God’s Word and Com-
mands. Different people
challenge different commands:
one challenges marriage by
committing adultery;
another challenges
marriage by “shack-
ing up;” another chal-
lenges marriage by
refusing to befriend
his/her spouse; still
another challenges
marriage  by their ho-
mosexuality;  and on
it goes. One can eas-
ily discern that it is
not just one sin which
marks man’s rebel-
lion, but many differ-
ent sins. Against
many different commandments,
not just against one. Nor are
these sins unique to one gener-
ation or the other (some years
ago, there was reported to be a
significant rise in STD’s in some
of the retirement communities
where there were a number of
widows and widowers who rea-
soned that, since they could not
get pregnant anymore . . .).

     All of this results in the con-
fusion which we see in our cur-
rent day. We have seen it
before. We will see it again. It is
man’s rebellion.

H  H  H
TOWARD UNCONFUSION:

WHAT IS THE CURE? WHAT

SHALL WE DO?
     Two different questions

need two different an-
swers:
     [1] The “cure” is
obvious, but many
people don’t “get it.”
Repentance is: turn-
ing from the sin and
trusting in God’s for-
giveness through
Jesus Christ. Just
like faith is the gift of
God, so this repen-
tance truly is a gift
from God. He is the
one who teaches you
His ways, shows you

the error of your ways, and
breaks down whatever rebellion
or stubborn pride is keeping you
stuck in the world’s confusion.
He will also welcome you and
not throw your past in your face.
     [2] We in the Christian
Church need to learn to simply
stand fast. Too often, we long to
be a part of the latest and great-
est “movement.” We get tired of

From our Pastor:

“TOWArD UNCONFUsION!”
(contin’d from p. 6)

(contin’d on p. 9  F)
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP CONCORDIA

LUTHERAN
SCHOOL!

1.  Pray for its success.
2.  Encourage (and pray for)

our teacher/director Brenda
Moore.

3.  Talk IT UP in the commu-
nity — “word of mouth” is
our very best advertising.

4.  Collect BOXTOPS for ED-
     UCATION.
5.  Use goodsearch.com as 

your internet search engine
and we will “earn” money
for our school (be sure to
specify our school).

6.   Cash donations/offerings
are always welcomed, and
are always useful in the
purchase of supplies. T

GOOD SEARCH FOR YOUR SMART-
PHONE and/or TABLET is now available.
Pastor tried it on his phone and it is a
great, fast search engine (and it load
quickly too). Now, if you need to search
while you're on the go, you can still earn
$$ for our School. Just be sure to set it as

your phone or tablet's home page AND be sure to log in to your Good
Search account so that it will always benefit the School. Great stuff!
Every little bit helps! Try to remember to do your internet searches on
www.GoodSearch.com . Thanks for clicking to do searches, AND for
shopping here for what you cannot purchase locally. “Concordia
Lutheran Church School — Sikeston” (that’s how they know us)
appreciates your help!   T

T CONCORDIA T

FALL SUBMISSION
DEADLINE: 
19 October!

PLEASE
KEEP COLLECT-

ING! PLEASE KEEP
BRINGING THEM!

We receive

a full $.10 for each boxtop

which we can submit. Thank

you! Thank you! Thanks to

Dorothy Lee for counting, sort-

ing, and trimming them for us!

THE NEXT DEADLINE WILL

BE HERE SOONER THAN

WE REALIZE, SO SAVE UP

NOW, PLEASE!   T
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being called “fuddy duddies,” or
the like, we get tired of our sta-
tistics going the wrong way (be-
cause the world keeps rejecting
God!), and we are sorely
tempted to compromise with the
Word of God. 

H  H  H
     May the Lord
help us poor sinners
to get things straight
and to keep things
straight! We know of
the Lord’s great love
for us. We rejoice in
the forgiveness of
sins which we have
through our blessed
Savior! 

     And may the Lord cause us
to stand fast against societal
confusion, model the life which
God intends for us all, and
make a concerted effort to
reach all who are confused, and
to lead them (with us!) to repen-
tance!   T
                In Christ,

       Pastor Wollenburg
Audio of the Sermons for each Sunday
are ordinarily posted on the Church’s

FaceBook page. An-
nouncements are made

there also. Please “friend”
us on FaceBook by look-

ing for: “Concordia
Lutheran Church &

School” in Sikeston, MO.
Audio of our Sunday

Services are also posted
at:

lcmssermons.com/ajwrev
. You may go to that site
at any time to listen to

past sermons and serv-
ices.

From our Pastor:

“TOWArD UNCONFUsION!”
(from p. 7)

T CONCORDIA T

Q U E S T I O N : So, Pastor, I have acquaintances (friends) who
are homosexual. How should I as a Christian treat them? And
what does the Church say about them?
A N S W E R : That’s a very big and certainly “loaded” question
in our day and age. EVERY SIN is an abomination in the Lord’s
eyes. He Who is holy in every way is offended by our every
transgression of His commandments. That is what makes the
work of Jesus shine so very brightly! That God would place
every sin upon His Son and that Jesus would pay for every sin is
awesome.
     You or others may be troubled by another’s sin. But try to re-
member that Christ has paid for every single sin. What God
wants is for every sinner to be led to repentance and to war
against their own sinful flesh. God wants (continues on p. 10  F )
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T CONCORDIA T

the heterosexual to repent of
his/her natural (and sinful) ten-

dencies toward lewd thoughts and crude words and actions. He
wants the same for the homosexual. 
     You should continue to love your friend, and they should con-
tinue to respect your Christian view of homosexual acts. Even
though some in the homosexual community have sought to
rewrite the Scriptures and even though some of the churches
have “bought into” those rewrites, it will be plainly evident to any
student of the Word that God condemns such actions and ten-
dencies. If the person says that they can’t help but be homosex-
ual (another discussion for another time), remind them that the
Lord still expects them to be celibate (the heterosexual is also
commanded by God to live a celibate life unless the Lord brings
him/her into marriage).  
     As to the subject of same-sex marriage, same-sex marriage
plainly is NOT God’s plan for our world. He created Adam and
Eve and placed them together in Eden. There is simply no Bibli-
cal support whatsoever for same-sex marriage.
     Please try to understand that your friend/acquaintance may
be just as lonely as the heterosexual might be. We in the Church
befriend all kinds of sinners. We call all sinners to daily repen-
tance. As the heterosexual should repent of his/her unnatural
and sinful desires, so should the homosexual. When the hetero-
sexual sins, s/he confesses his sins and receives absolution.
The same would be true of the homosexual. No one should
EVER use confession and absolution as a license to sin more. 
     In a nutshell, then, while the Christian Church condemns
every sin of every stripe, so the Christian Church is also called
by God to love and speak of Christ’s forgiving work to sinners of
every stripe.
     By maintaining an appropriate relationship with your
friend/acquaintance, the Lord may be giving you the opportunity
to lead him/her to repentance.
     There is SO MUCH MORE which could be said on this sub-
ject. I pray that this much is helpful to you . . . for Christ’s sake!

Pastor Wollenburg

A Q and A on Homosexuality:
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T CONCORDIA T

Animal crackers,
goldfish crackers,
graham crackers, 

vanilla wafers, and a bottle of apple
juice are good choices which all of the
children like.

In addition, we always need hand sanitizer, nose tissues, and
other supplies. Please feel free to ask Mrs. Moore about things

needed! 

If you would like to donate, please bring items to the Church Of-
fice or give them to Mrs. Moore!   T

POPCORN FROM OUR MEN’S
CLUB:  YOU CAN BUY IT FOR
YOURSELF OR BUY IT FOR A

GIFT!
WONDERFUL, GOLDEN, HOME GROWN
POPCORN is available. It was grown as a
unique money raising project by our Men’s
Club. It was largely harvested by the men,
shelled, cleaned, and packaged by the men
as well. You can find bags of it for sale in different places in the
church and Family Life Center.

Proceeds from the sale of the popcorn benefit the semi-
nary education of men entering the LCMS pastoral ministry! T

LEAVE OUT

THIS TIME

ONLY

AS WE
BEGIN TO
GATHER

SUPPLIES
FOR NEXT
SCHOOL

YEAR, HERE
ARE SOME

NEEDED
ITEMS!



July 2015     +   12   +                Christ for You!

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES are routinely reported at the Board of Direc-
tors meetings  and at the Voters’ Meetings and via the Sunday
morning announcements. For the sake of those who miss those
notices, we will also note them here when we have them. We are
brothers and sisters in Christ who pray for one another, admonish
one another, and encourage one another. 

NO MEMBERSHIP CHANGES IN JUNE.

Did you
know . . .

that you can

sponsor flowers

on the altar in thanksgiving to

God for special occasions (orjust anytime)? Did

you know that the Flower Chart for 2015 is posted?

Sign up on the chart in the Narthex. Cost: $10     T
T CONCORDIA T

Yippee! I just found
out that I get to go

to Concordia
Lutheran Preschool

this Fall!
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T CONCORDIA T

Y O U R  C R E A T I O N  M O M E N T !
“DID WE ONCE WALK ON ALL FOURS?”

“And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his
kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his
kind: and it was so.” (Genesis 1:24 KJV)

          
     Evolutionists tell us that we

used to walk on all fours, just like

the apes from which we evolved.

While this is fine for the Planet of

the Apes science-fiction films, cre-

ationists are adamant that such a

theory should not appear in school

textbooks.

     Seeing God Through the

Human BodyFamily physician and

author Dr. Robert Peprah-Gyamfi

would agree. In his book Seeing

God Through the Human Body, he

recalls how he was taught in school

that humans once walked on all

fours. Even before he became a

Christian, he didn't believe it for

one second. But now, as a Bible-

believing creationist, he regards

that notion as absolutely ridiculous.

     In the book's chapter on the

human skeleton, he points out that

God "built the human skeletal sys-

tem as a kind of scaffold that would

not only support and protect deli-

cate organs of the body, but also

enable us to move from place to

place."

     He went on to write that evolu-

tion is "a preposterous theory that

stems from nothing other than un-

belief propagated by people who

cannot or are not prepared to be-

lieve there is a powerful force in the

universe, God Almighty, capable of

doing anything." He sums it all up

with these words: "The whole world

may take me for a naïve, crazy per-

son running away from the bare

facts. As far as I'm concerned,

however, the notion that we once

walked on all fours is absolute rub-

bish."

     Don't worry, doctor. There are

millions of people who believe ex-

actly as you do! T

A Prayer:
     Heavenly Father, I know that 

when Adam and Eve were ex-

pelled from the Garden of Eden,

each of them walked out on two

feet, not four! Amen. T

NOTES: Dr. Robert Peprah-Gyamfi, 

Seeing God Through the Human

Body, pp. 127-132 (HighWay, 2009).



May/June      +   14   +               Christ for You!

You have to read this!...

5 THINGS THE CHURCH WISHES
THE CULTURE UNDERSTOOD

by Rev. J. Patrick Niles - 15 March 2015

(Source: The Lutheran Witness, Web-Exclusive Stories)

     This post has been a long

time in the making. For the past

decade, every time I read a post

by some avant-garde

religious/church-planting/emer-

gent/post-modern blogger, I

think, “Hmmmmm. I should re-

spond to that.” Then kids need

diaper changes, sermons need

to be written and shut-

ins need to be visited.

Right now, however, I

have some time to write

a response.

     Time and time

again, I have read blog

posts about how the

church is doing church

wrong. The church is a victim of

its ambivalence toward its own

perpetual exclusivity of the pres-

ent generation who has needs

that are not being met. And

each time I read the same list of

an interchangeable 5-7 attrib-

utes (unloving, culturally irrele-

vant, superficial worship and

unintelligible jargon are ones

that top the list most often), I re-

alize that the ire and frustration

comes from a misunderstanding

of what church is. So let’s break

the silence on behalf of the

church . . . the Church . . . the

historical Christian Church. I am

tired of being misrepresented. I

am tired of being judged (sound

familiar?). I am tired of disen-

franchised people making more

people disenfranchised with an

improper understanding

of church. And so, with-

o u t further ado . .

.

   We want
you here. Really. We
do. However, the rea-
son might surprise
you. It is not to boost

the average age of the worship-

ing community to give us more

“street cred.” It is not so that we

can have your money. It is not

so that we can legitimize our ex-

istence. As a matter of fact, the

reason that we want you here

has nothing to do with us. It has

everything to do with you. We

firmly believe that God distrib-

utes His good gifts of grace and

forgiveness in the worship serv-

ice. We
(contin’d on p. 15  F )

1
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learn together. We grow to-

gether. Christ is present for us,

and we want you to have those

good gifts of God. We want to

pray with you. We want to praise

God with you. We want to be at

the font and the altar with you.

We want to hear from

the pulpit with you.

And we want all of this

for your good. We’re

already getting the

goods. We want you

to have t h e m

also.

     We are not better
than you. However,
we do have the
same struggles as
you do. Namely, we

struggle with sin. We have the

same inclinations toward pride,

jealousy, selfish ambition and

self-aggrandizement that you

do. We like things a certain way.

We like our carpets certain col-

ors. We like people to dress cer-

tain ways because those ways

make us feel comfortable. We

can be hypocritical, judgmental

and prejudiced without cause.

We are all of these things be-

cause we are sinners. No, dear

culture, we are not better than

you. But that is why we are here

every Sunday. We do not seek

to be confirmed in those things

that divide us. We seek to be

forgiven for the times when we

do not act like Christ. And we

are. We are forgiven and re-

newed by Christ, and that

makes all the difference. You do

not want us to judge you by your

checkered-past of sins? Why

would you judge us by

ours?

The c h u r c h
is for sinners of
whom we are the
worst. The church is
the place where God
has ordained the for-
giveness of sins to
take place. The
church exists to pro-
claim the Gospel. It
exists to proclaim

that you are a sinner, but you
are a forgiven sinner when re-
pentant. Why would you ex-

clude yourself from that

because you are surrounded by

other sinners? Are you differen-

tiating sins and making one sin

worse than another? Judging,

by chance? Hmmm. Interesting.

Please forgive the snark, but

this is

You have to read this!...
5 Things the

Church Wishes the
Culture Under-

stood!
(contin’d from p. 14)

(contin’d on p. 16  F )

2

3



the point that is made time and

time again by the historical

Christian Church. We are sin-

ners and we are saints! We are

forgiven only by the blood of

Christ. The blood of Christ is for

us. The blood of Christ is for

you. We beg you, come–

for your sake, not

o u r s .

     The church is bigger than
you. This is the part
that you might not
like to hear, but it
is the truth. The
church is not
about you, your
preferences or
your tastes. The
church is about
Jesus. It is about the

Son of God who came

down to earth in humility as part

of His creation. It is about this

same God-man who dies will-

ingly on the cross bearing the

sins of the whole  world – bear-

ing your sins. It is about Jesus

who left your sins in the tomb

and rose victorious to reign for

you. It is about the victorious

Christ who will come again, who

will create a new heaven and a

new earth, who will restore

these lowly bodies to be like His

glorious body by the power that

allows Him to subdue all things

to Himself. This is the church in

which uncounted saints have

had their uncounted sins for-

given. Uncounted souls have

been saved through the waters

of Holy Baptism, taught through

countless hours of instruction,

bowed at numerous altars and

received the infinite body and

blood of Jesus Christ for the for-

giveness of sins and strength for

their lives in Him. This

church is the voice of

ages of martyrs who

have not recanted

the faith that we

make to appear

so malleable.

This church has a

language, an

order, a life that is

bigger than you. It is a

life that includes 90-year-

old Uncle Bud and 9-day-old

Stryker. It is a life that is big

enough to include you also. So

if you want to be part of this

church, show some initiative.

Learn the language. Learn the

story of the church that spans all

time and space in the promises

and words
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T CONCORDIA T

You have to read this!...
5 Things the

Church Wishes the
Culture Under-

stood!
(contin’d from p. 15)

(contin’d on p. 17  F )
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of Jesus. This. brings us to point

number 5.

     We will always be
here . . . and so will
Christ. For you. Thank you for

your concern about our demise.

However, throughout the en-

tirety of the Scriptures, the Lord

has promised that the pure

preaching and teaching of His

Word will not vanish from the

earth. There will always be a

remnant who live in and pro-

claim the forgiveness of Christ.

It might not always look the

same or be the same size. But

it will always exist. So when you

realize that the forgiveness of

Christ is more than the trifles of

interpersonal relationships, we

will be here . . . and so will

Christ. When you want to stop

poking holes in the very institu-

tion that was created to give you

comfort of sins forgiven and the

certainty of salvation, we will be

here . . . and so will Christ. He

will always be here for you with

all you need and more.

     Please understand that we
do want you, because Christ
wants you. My snarkiness and

righteous indignation is not re-

ally aimed at those who are le-

gitimately searching. They are

aimed at those who wish to co-

opt the church for their own

agendas. Their agendas and

straw-man portrayals of the

church are not what the church

is. If you are legitimately search-

ing, I pray you find a biblical,

confessional, Lutheran congre-

gation in which to abide. For in

that place you will find the true

and pure preaching and teach-

ing of the Word of God. You also

find Christ who gives Himself for

you every time you come.

Please, come, not for our sake,

but for yours.   T

The Rev. J. Patrick Niles is pastor of Trin-

ity Lutheran Church, Hilbert, Wisc.

You have to read this!...
5 Things the

Church Wishes the
Culture Under-

stood!
(contin’d from p. 16)
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READ THRU THE WHOLE BIBLE
THIS WAY:

If you've never read the Bible before, we

don't recommend simply going from start to

finish. Instead, read it this way:
Genesis (all) — Exodus: 1-20  — Numbers: 11-27 — Psalms:
1, 18, 22, 23, 32, 34, 36, 42-43, 45-46, 51, 69, 70, 72, 87, 93, 95,
98, 10, 110-134 — Isaiah: 4-9, 14, 25-26, 40, 42, 49-56, 59-66
— Matthew-Jude (all) — The rest of the Old Testament —

Revelation.
This will help you to see Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testa-
ment, and then to go back and fill in the gaps.   T

YOU’VE NEVER
READ THROUGH

THE WHOLE BIBLE?

BUT YOU

WANT

TO?WHAT?
HOW

?

A little HUMOR
The Secret of a Successful Marriage:

In On This Day by Carl D. Windsor, the page for Valentine's

Day includes this anecdote: "Even the most devoted couple will

experience a 'stormy' bout once in a while. A grandmother, cele-

brating her golden wedding anniversary, once told the secret of her

long and happy marriage. 'On my wedding day, I decided to make

a list of ten of my husband's faults which, for the sake of our mar-

riage, I would overlook,' she said.

"A guest asked the woman what some of the faults she had

chosen to overlook were. The grandmother replied, 'To tell you the

truth, my dear, I never did get around to listing them. But whenever

my husband did something that made me hopping mad, I would

say to myself, Lucky for him that's one of the ten!' "   T

about just about
anything? Try this . . .

Curious?
Come online to: http://www.lcms.org/faqs . Get answers in our FAQ

gallery on topics including the Bible, worship, congregational life

and moral and ethical issues.  T
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     It was in No-

vember of 1919

that the Rev. A.

H. Kerstner,

Pastor of the

Lutheran Mission

in Parma,

preached the first

sermon to some 15 souls

gathered at the Sikeston Odd

Fellows Hall. Initially, there were

only three Lutheran families

among the regular attendees.

Rev. Kerstner served here for

about one year, leading worship

services every other Sunday

each month. In 1920, the Rev.

A. C. Fritze served in Sikeston

for some 6 months before ac-

cepting the Call to serve as a

missionary in India.

     The small group struggled

along for a number of years, but

the Lord in His mercy, permitted

the eventual establishment of a

Lutheran congregation here in

Sikeston.

 Reading from the

60th Anniversary

Booklet of Con-

cordia Lutheran,

it would seem

that the founding

of the congrega-

tion is generally con-

sidered to be in November

1919.

     WHAT THAT MEANS FOR

US IS THAT IN 2019, CON-

CORDIA WILL BE READY TO

CELEBRATE HER CENTEN-

NIAL, 100 years of living under

God’s grace and of delivering

God’s grace to our community.

     Will we celebrate? Some-

how, yes! How will we cele-

brate? That remains to be seen.

BEGIN TO SPEAK WITH ONE

ANOTHER NOW AND LET

OUR LEADERSHIP KNOW

YOUR THOUGHTS AND

IDEAS FOR A PROPER AND

GOD-PLEASING CENTEN-

NIAL CELEBRATION

100th ANNIVERSARY
ALERT!

100
YEARS of

GOD’S
GRACE and

MERCY

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good; for His steadfast love endures for-

ever!” - Psalm 118:1
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LEAVE OUT

THIS TIME

ONLY
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LEAVE OUT

THIS TIME

ONLY

IS OUR VBS THEME for

this summer (July 6-10).

See our registration form

on p. 20! MUCH HELP

will be needed!

SO FAR WE HAVE:
CRAFTS LEADER - Verna Dambach

MUSIC LEADER - Susan Werner

LEADER GUIDES - Katy Barbour, Debbie Mau,  

                & Emily Mueller

SNACk LEADERS - Nancy Galemore & Martha Wilkening

MISSION PROJECT LEADER - Perry Waltrip

NURSERY WORkERS - Sheena Hart & Kaylan Dockins

BIBLE STORY LEADER - Diane Groves

Bible Challenge Leader - Pastor

We still need assistants in crafts & preschool  plus lots of 
workers for our luncheon on Friday.

HELPERS, WE WILL COMMISSION OUR VBS STAFF at the

Divine Service on Sunday, 5 July! We will gather again at 1:30P
on 5 July for DECORATING! Any and all help would be much

appreciated!

Please call Brenda Moore, 471-5592 or the church office, 471-

5842 to volunteer. Thank you!
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RE-
MINDER:

ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
was held in June. Because of

the efforts of so many, a net

profit of $1,000+ was enjoyed.

It will be split between Concor-

dia Lutheran School and the

Youth Ministry Fund. THANK

YOU!   T 

VBS GRAPHIC

WOW!
DID YOU kNOW . . . ?

FOR ONLY $19.99/YEAR,
YOU CAN RECEIVE A PRINT
COPY OF EACH ISSUE OF
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS
and/or A DIGITAL COPY OF
EACH ISSUE (and the ability
to search back issues of this
magazine online). The

Lutheran Witness is now available as an app and online. Get
the latest issues delivered directly to your iPad, iPhone, and
iPod Touch with The Lutheran Witness app, and enjoy unlim-
ited online access to the digital version of the magazine.

Questions? E-mail lwsubscriptions@cph.org, or call
1.800.325.3040 (option 2) to speak with a customer service rep-

resentative, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CST.

PASTOR HIGHLY RECOMMENDS YOUR SUBSCRIP-
TION TO THIS OUTSTANDING MAGAZINE!    T

Saxony Lutheran High School will be having

their Annual Golf Classic on Friday, September

12 at Cape Girardeau Country Club.  Morning

and afternoon flights are available.  Call the of-

fice at 204-7555 to sign up your team or for

sponsorship information   T
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LUTHERAN
SCHOOL of-

fers a VERY
FLEXIBLE

PRESCHOOL
SCHEDULE!
We offer half-
days and/or

whole-days,

and we have classes 3 days/week and 5
days/week. We enroll children who are 4
& 5 years old. As soon as chidlren turn 4

years old they may begin attending

classes with us! PLEASE TELL YOUR
FAMILY & FRIENDS ABOUT OUR OF-

FERINGS FOR LITTLE ONES, AND ENCOURAGE THEM TO
ENROLL. We promise that their family AND our congregation

will be enriched by the children who attend school here!   T
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YOUR CHURCH & SCHOOL LIBRARIES
ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU

AND YOUR FAMILY!

T CONCORDIA T

BoxTops4Education is able to

send us a check two times each

year! This is entirely the result of

YOUR EFFORTS in saving and

delivering them to us! Thank you

to Dorothy Lee for trimming &

counting them!  Please continue

to collect so we can have even more for our Fall submission.

Thanks Again!   T
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+  July 6-10 Vacation    
Bible School 
(“Camp Discov-
ery”)

+  Aug. 9 - OPENING 
SERVICE & OPEN 
HOUSE for Con-
cordia Lutheran
School - 2P

+  Aug. 30 - Sunday School Rally Day & all-congregation pic-
nic

                                            
+  December 16 - Christmas Worship led esp. by Children

serve the Lord

This is aMAZing!

T CONCORDIA T
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Concordia Evangelical
Lutheran Church (LCMS)

836 Park Ave. - Sikeston, MO  63801-2054

concordialutheranchurch@gmail.com

Phone: 573.471.5842

REV. A. J. WOLLENBURG, Pastor
MRS. BRENDA MOORE, Dir/Teacher

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN SCHOOL

President: James Hailey

Vice-President: Randy Ackman

Secretary:

Treasurer: 

Chief Elder: James Wilkening

Parish Education:

Brenda Moore

Evangelism & Missions:

Emily Mueller

Stewardship & Finance:

Jiggs Moore

PARISH EDUCATION

Chairman: Brenda Moore

Sun. School Supt.: Brenda Moore

Ass’t SS Supt.: Perry Waltrip

Youth Counselor(s):  

Adult Ed. Rep.:   ___________

Youth Rep.: __________

Life Light & Cradle Roll: 

Joyce Wollenburg

Additional Members:

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE

Chairman: Jiggs Moore

Dorothy Lee

EVANGELISM & MISSIONS

Chairman:Emily Mueller

Darren Acup

Valerie McConnell

Deanna Spivey

Margaret Waltrip

PROPERTIES & FACILITIES

Chairman: Charles Irwin

Chester Kordahl

Jiggs Moore

Erich Mueller

James Wilkening

FELLOWSHIP & PUBLIC RELATIONS

Chairman: Mike Allen

Jim Hailey

ELDERS

Chief Elder: James Wilkening

Erich Mueller

Earl Underhill

PAROCHIAL EDUCATION

Chairman: Becki Koch

Debbie Mau

Emily Mueller

Lauren Polk

Joyce Wollenburg

Parish Ed. Rep.: Brenda Moore

Properties & Facilities Rep.:

James Wilkening

Elders’ Rep.: JamesWilkening

School Dir.: Brenda Moore

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Camp SEMO: Clarence

Gragert

Saxony Luth. H.S.: Bill &

Sue Dillon
Luth. Chapel of Hope

(SEMO Campus): Joyce

Wollenburg

Properties & Facilities: 

Charles Irwin

Fellowship & Public Relations:

Mike Allen

Financial Secretary:

Perry Waltrip

Ass’t Financial Secretary: 

Edie Watkins

Parochial Education:

Becki Koch

2015 BOARD of DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES:

T CONCORDIA T



Ezekiel

Johann Sebastian Bach, Kantor Mary, Martha, & Lazarus of
Bethany

Robert Barnes, 
Confessor & Martyr

Joseph of Arimathea

Elijah 23

18

24 2519

12

7:30p Sunday School Teachers Mtng

WEdNESdAy THuRSdAy FRIdAy

“

9:10A Sun. School & Bible Classes
10:30A dIvINE WORSHIP w/ Communion

and Install vBS staff

9:10A SuN. SCHOOL & BIBLE CLASSES

10:30A dIvINE WORSHIP W/ COMMuNION

INdEPENdENCE dAy

11:30A Brd. of Parochial Ed. Mtng

11:30A Brd. of Evangelism Mtng.

4

6-10 JuLy - vACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - 8:30-11:45 a.m. dAILy - “CAMP dISCOvERy”

11

32

ConcordiaEvangelicalLutheran Church
836 Park Avenue

Located on Wakefield between Park & Ranney
Sikeston, MO   63801-2054

9:10A Sun. School & Bible Classes
10:30A dIvINE WORSHIP

7TH SuNdAy AFTER PENTECOST

6TH SuNdAy AFTER PENTECOST

8TH SuNdAy AFTER PENTECOST

15

20 21

17

5

MONdAySuNdAy

PARISH
CALENdAR

2015

16

The Lutheran
Church Missouri

Synod

D
R
A
FT

22

1

LIvE WORSHIP BROAdCAST:
Sundays, 10:30A on KyMO FM 105.3

6 7 8 10

13 14

9

26 27 28 29 30 31
9:10A SuN. SCHOOL & BIBLE CLASSES

10:30A dIvINE WORSHIP

6:30P “Walk the Walk
Exercise

6:30P “Walk the Walk Exercise

6:30P “Walk the Walk Exercise

6:30P “Walk the Walk Exercise

6:30P “Walk the Walk Exercise

6:30p Board of Parish Ed Mtng

Office Closed

6:30P “Walk the Walk Exercise

St. James the Elder,
Apostle

SATuRdAy

LuTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARy
LEAGuE ORGANIZEd (1942)

9TH SuNdAy AFTER PENTECOST

11:30A Brd. of Fellowship/Publicity Mtng.

REv. A. J. WOLLENBuRG, PASTOR

Office: 573.471.5842

Mrs. Brenda Moore, School director/Teacher

Email: concordialutheranchurch@gmail.com

MRS. dEBBIE MAu,  SECRETARy

Isaiah

7:30p Board of directors’ Mtng
7:30p Board of Elders’ Mtng

St. Mary Magdalene

9A  Pastor- MO dist.BOd 
Mtng in St. L.

11A  Pastor’s Study Grp at 
Zion Luth., Gordonville

2P Pastor- MO dist. PraesidiumnMtng 
in  St. L.

10:30a delta Area Blind Council 
meeting (Here)

7:00p Board of Properties meeting

7:00p LWML meeting

Ruth

TuESdAy

6:30P “Walk the Walk Exercise

??P INSTALL Pr. Eric 
Longman as Ass't Rev at 
St. Paul L, Jackson

6:30P “Walk the Walk Exercise

6:30P “Walk the Walk Exercise

8A Mens Club Brkfst 
and Mtng 
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July 2015

Birthdays

July Altar
Guild Servers:

Donna Merideth

Debbie Mau

A CELC A

PLEASE HELP US

IN ANY WAY

YOU CAN!

PLEASE HELP US

PASS THE WORD!
“CAMP

DISCOVERY!”

D Don Merrick  D

Dorothy Thompson

Matthew Ruesler

Brad Hoyer

Christopher Gaab

Clarence Gragert

Lauren Polk

Katy Barbour

Ivan Moore

Tim Koch

Jim Bishop

Emily Mueller

Katie Old

Dale Voss

Wayne Ruesler

Brandon Tinnin

Susie Neal

Loren Stokes

Fisher Cox

Jim Hailey

Kacie Hust

George Carey

Janet Underhill

July Crew
10:30 a.m.

U Brandon Tinnin U Kenneth Moeller
U Bud Werner U Nathan Cox
U Marvin FlueggeC

C

C

C

C 

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

2
3
5
8
9
12
13
15
16
20
20
20
23
24
24
25
25
27
27
28
29
29

July 6-10

8:30A-11:45A Daily
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