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From our “The Worst
Day . . . the
Best Day”

Pastor A. J. Wollenburg

     With this short newslet-
ter we are officially “bear-
ing down” on
Holy Week and
blessed Easter.
The whole point
of our Lenten
“pilgrimage” was to pre-
pare ourselves to arrive at
Easter and its glorious
proclamation to the world! 
     In the movie “City
Slickers” (1991), two city
slickers on a trail ride were
reminiscing about their
lives so far. The one asked
the other, “What was the
worst day of your life?” to
which the other answered,
“The day my Dad left!” They
talked about that a little bit

and then the first city slicker
asked a follow up question:
“What was the best of day of
your life?” to which the
orginal answerer said, “The
day my Dad left!” and they

went on to discuss that a
bit. You can
imagine the
conversat ion
which may have
ensued, or you
can go watch

the movie.
    As a way for us to re-
view Holy Week and
Easter morning, please
give some thought, with
me, to what was “The
worst day ever!” and to
what has been “The best
day ever!”

D D D
“‘GOOD’ FRIDAY?”

     It seems

Dear Brothers and
Sisters in Christ our
Lord :

(contin’ on p. 3  F )
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836 Park Avenue
Sikeston, MO.  63801

573.471.5842

Mrs. Brenda Moore,
Teacher/Director

    
  

T CONCORDIA T

ENROLLING        N O WENROLLING        N O W

WE ARE ENROLLING for this or the upcoming School Year!
Word of mouth is the very best way to advertise! Please tell folks
about our wonderful pre-school for children 4 & 5 years old! We
offer full days or half days, 3 days/week, and other flexible offer-
ings. As soon as children turn 4 years old and are enrolled, they
may begin attending!   T

Pictured is our Valentine Day Party when we had guests!
Please pray for the Lord to continue to bless the work of Con-
cordia Lutheran School.

SCHOOL is in SESSION
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t o
be an actual oxymoron (a word
or phrase which contradicts
itelf)  to speak of “Good Friday.”
Certainly, at one level, we
MUST speak of Good Friday as
“the worst day ever!”
     Remember the events of
Good Friday? They actually
began on Maundy Thursday
and, in truth, before that!
     O n
M a u n d y
Thursday,
Jesus re-
m i n d e d
His disci-
ples that
t h e y
w o u l d
d e s e r t
Him and that one of them would
actually betray Him. Peter was
full of braggadocio, and when
Satan entered Judas, he left the
Communion table to go out to
work out the arrangements for
his betrayal of our Lord Christ.
     In the Garden of Gethse-
mane, Jesus agonized in
prayer, went to speak with His
disciples a couple of times, and
found them asleep(!!). Later, the
Temple guards and Judas came

to arrest Him. He was treated
like a criminal. The disciples
(Peter) tried to start a fight to
defend Him (they didn’t under-
stand yet that these things HAD
to take place in fulfillment of
Scripture). Then, all of the dis-
ciples ran away from Him.
     Late that night, the Christ
endured the kangaroo court
convened by the chief priests
and leaders of the Sanhedrin.
After they invented a way to
SAY that He was guilty, He was

t r e a t e d
ho r r i b l y !
Mocking,
etc. fol-
lowed and
continued
t h r o u g h
the night.
    V e r y
early on

Fri. morning, the next kangaroo
court of the Sanhedrin con-
vened. This time they made
susre that they had the votes to
condemn Him of blasphemy
(even though it certainly was not
true, for how could the Son of
God ever commit blasphemy
against Himself?). Because the
Jewish Sanhedrin was not per-
mitted to impose the death
penalty on anyone, they sent
Him on over to Pontius Pilate,
the Roman (contin’ on p. 4  F )

From our Pastor:
“THE WORST DAY . . . THE BEST DAY”

(contin’d from p. 1)
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governor.
     After seeing Pilate briefly,
He was then sent over to Herod
who surely was smirking when
he told Jesus that he just
wanted to see
Jesus work a
miracle of some
kind. So, Jesus
was dragged
back over to Pi-
late. 
     Pontius Pi-
late kept telling
the Jewish lead-
ers that he con-
sidered Jesus to
be innocent of
any charges, but
because he
sought to keep
his place in government and did
not want it to be reported that he
was unable to preserve the
peace with the Jews, he be-
came quite the chicken (he
might have preferred the term
“peace maker”), he released
Barabbas, a known killer, back
into society, and then gave
Jesus over to be crucified.
     At a point in all of that com-
motion, Pilate had tried to gar-
ner the crowds’ sympathy for

Jesus by having Jesus beaten
by brutal Roman guards.
    Then Jesus had to drag His
own cross through the city, en-
dure whatever taunts and spec-
tacle they made Him out to be,
and finally ended up at Golgo-
tha.

  The trouble
didn’t stop there!
They made Him
suffer more as
they drove nails
through His
hands and feet.
Still more, they
made Him suffer
as they dropped
the cross into
the hole which
would make it
stand upright. 
  Emotionally,
He who had

watched the incredible injustice
leveled against Him, now
watched these crude, malicious
soldiers gamble for His clothes
(since He would have no need
of them ever again!).
     Spiritually, He bears the
weight of the guilt of the entire
world’s sins!
     The creation itself reacts to
this “WORST DAY EVER!” As
its Creator and Redeemer
hangs on the cross dying, the

(contin’d on p. 6  F )
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“THE WORST DAY . . . THE BEST DAY”

(contin’d from p. 3)



STUDYING RIGHT NOW . . .
Paul to the CORINTHIANS
classes will begin on 28 January, and will meet accord-
ing to the schedule below, 7 - 8:30 p.m. on those Wed.’s

up to Lent and then after Easter.
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Lesson:
1
2
3
4
5
6
6
7
8
9

DATE:
18 Jan.
25 Jan.
1 Feb.
8 Feb.
15 Feb.
22 Feb.
26 April
3 May
10 May
17 May

TITLE:
Forgiveness & Power for Improvement
What to Think About Your Pastor
Potential for Regression
To Marry or Not to Marry
Your Rights and the Needs of Others
Taking Temptation Seriously
Taking Temptation Seriously
Gifts for Service
Meaningful Worship
The Resurrection: Our Perfection

2 Corinthianson
Sunday Mornings

PLEASE ALSO JOIN US FOR OUR SUNDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY in the CHURCH BASEMENT. We just
began a study of 1 Corinthians, and considering how
our circumstances in the Lord’s Church today are so
very similar to the Church in Corinth: party spirit, fac-
tions, arguments which became very public, public im-
morality, false worship practices, false doctrine
regarding the Lord’s Supper, etc. We meet around the
tables (coffee, too!) in the Churh basement immediately
after the children go to their SS  classses. It is a genuine
pause which refreshes! Try us. You’ll like us!  T

T CONCORDIA T



creation reacts while light itself
(the first thing He created!)
fades for three hours; the
ground heaves as with an earth-
quake. The evil and wickedness
of the day, though wasted upon
the impenitent, is felt even by
the sky and the earth!
     How dare ANYONE call it
“‘Good Friday!’”

D D D
BUT IT WAS A

“‘GOOD’ FRIDAY!”
     This was the VERY DAY
upon which all of your sins were
paid in full!! We could go so far
as to say that
GOOD FRI-
DAY was the
very day upon
which we and
the whole
world were
saved from our
sins, for it is the day on which
the Christ has paid for our sins!
     It was a “GOOD” Friday,
since it was the day upon which
Jesus made it absolutely clear
that He would NOT let Satan’s
accusations and attacks suc-
ceed against us! This is the day
upon which Jesus marked

“PAID IN FULL” upon the “bill”
of what we owed to God for our
miserable sins.
     As you read this and reflect
upon this, friend, ponder what
an absolutely awful day it was
for the Savior (though it was His
“glory” to go to the Cross for
you!). Yet it is a grand, good day
for you in that you witnessed the
very Lamb of God, the innocent
One, being sacrificed for all sin!
     Thanks be to God!

D D D
SO GOOD FRIDAY

IS ALSO THE
“BEST DAY
EVER”?

A person
MIGHT try to
make the case
for that, when
we consider
the work of
Jesus on the
altar of His

Cross to pay for our sins. HOW-
EVER, the Bible clearly teaches
us that NO! GOOD FRIDAY
WAS NOT THE BEST DAY
EVER!
     THE BEST DAY EVER IS
EASTER DAY! You surely have
heard over and over again
about how the (contin’ on p. 7 F)

April 2017  +  6   +                 Christ for You!
From our Pastor:

“THE WORST DAY . . . THE BEST DAY”
(contin’d from p. 4)
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stone was rolled away from the
tomb. About how the Roman
guards at the tomb were given
a false story (there’s nothing
new about “fake news!”) to tell
others. You have
read of how Mary
m i s t a k e n l y
thought that the
risen Christ was
the gardener at
first. You have
heard about two
of the disciples
racing to the
tomb, about
grave cloths
folded up neatly,
AND . . . ABOUT
THE RESUR-
RECTION AP-
PEARANCES
OF OUR RISEN REDEEMER!
     IT IS AN ESSENTIAL ELE-
MENT OF OUR CONFESSION
OF THE FAITH that wee con-
fess that Jesus Christ, crucified
for our sins, has risen again!
The apostle Paul, inspired by
the Holy Spirit, teaches us in 1
Corinthians 15 — “. . . if Christ
has not been raised, your
faith is futile and you are still
in your sins.” (1 Cor. 15.17)

    It is true, of course, to say
that our sin were paid in full
when Jesus said “It is finished”
from His cross on Good Friday.
However, the world would never
KNOW about this forgiveness if
He had not risen again! The res-
urrection of our Lord Jesus

Christ is the
proof of all kinds
of things. Ac-
cording to
Luther’s Small
Catechism, the
resurrection of
Jesus Christ
proves that: [1]
Christ is the Son
of God (who else
has the power to
arise from the
dead?!); [2] His
doctrine is the
truth (if Jesus
promises any-

thing you can be sure that He
WILL keep His promises); [3]
God the Father accepted
Christ’s sacrifice for the recon-
ciliation of the world; and [4] all
believers in Christ will rise to
eternal life.
     These four truths are a great
comfort to us. We ARE bur-
dened by our sins. We live in a
world where there are always
people who might pose as

(contin’d on p. 8  F)

From our Pastor:
“THE WORST DAY . . . THE BEST DAY”

(contin’d from p. 6)
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friends but they are always look-
ing for you to do wrong and,
when you do, they will never let
you forget it. When God for-
gives you your sins, your sins
are completely gone. They do
not exist. Though the devil
might accuse you. Though your
own conscience might remem-
ber your guilt, the
work of Jesus
Christ is so com-
plete that you may
breathe a sigh of
relief every single
time that you hear
the absolution.
     We are also
burdened by life. It
almost always feels to us as
though Good Friday will win out
over and against everything. No
matter how well we take care of
ourselves, the sad fact of the
matter is that we will each die.
This truth is compounded by the
fact so many people whom we
know and love also die. We are
grieved to stand at the graves of
our friends and family. A spouse
is grieved to see his/her
spouse’s name engraved on a
tombstone. Reality, if it has not
already done so, sets in when

the living spouse’s name is en-
graved on that same tomb-
stone in preparation for their
end of life! We bury parents,
children, spouses, aunts, un-
cles, and others. BUT THE
RESURRECTION proves that
those who die trusting in Jesus
Christ really will live again!! 
     It is of the greatest assur-
ance to us that God really does
keep all of His promises to us!

In this world, there
are people who
make promises
which they cannot
possibly keep.
There are also
people in our world
who make prom-
ises and use prom-
ises in order to

manipulate us in different ways
(they often have no intention of
keeping their promises). But
God’s promises are kept, and
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
absolutely proves that. Not only
can God make any promise He
wants to make, but He can also
fulfill His promise. God does not
make promises in order to jerk
us around but in order to bless
our lives! When He says that we
are forgiven, we truly are for-
given. When He says that those
who die trusting in Christ their

(contin’d on p. 9  F )

From our Pastor:
“THE WORST DAY . . . THE BEST DAY”

(contin’d from p. 7)
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Savior will live in heaven for-
ever, we can absolutely depend
upon that truth.
     To know that God is the One
Who has
reconciled
us to Him-
self is
a m o n g
these great
blessings!
He cares
e n o u g h
about us
that He
does not
make us try to reconcile our-
selves to Him (we would
NEVER be good enough!)! So
HE has found the way to recon-
cile us to Him by what He did for
us through His only Son!

D D D
IT’S GOING TO BE AN
AMAZING WEEK!

     Dear friend, I sincerely hope
and pray that you are looking
forward to Holy Week, and that
you will plan to attend all of our
Holy Week services! We will
have Worship on MAUNDY
THURSDAY at 7P when we will
receive the body and blood of
Christ in special remembrance

of Him instituting this Meal to
feed His Church until the Day of
His coming on the clouds of
glory, and for the forgiveness of
our sins and renewal of our
faith. Also, at the Maundy
Thursday service, the service

will con-
clude with
the “strip-
ping of the
altar” iin re-
m e m -
brance of
how our
Lord was
betrayed,
given over,
s t r i p ped ,

etc. for His crucifixion.
     Our parish will host two
GOOD FRIDAY worshp serv-
ices: a very short service at
12:30P in the hopes that some
from our community will attend;
and the 7P Tenebrae (Service
of Darkness) service when we
reflect upon His 7 last words
and hear from Holy Scripture
about how His life ebbed out of
Him.
     On EASTER MORNING
we will join all of Christendom in
announcing that we believe in
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
and that we commend His res-
urrection to everyone in and
around our(concluded on p. 10  F)

From our Pastor:
“THE WORST DAY . . . THE BEST DAY”

(contin’d from p. 7)



THE LWML ZONE SPRING
RALLY will be held on Sat., 22
April, at St. Paul Lutheran,
Jackson. The registration be-
gins at 9A and the rally itself be-
gins at 9:30A. There will be an
INGATHERING of ITEMSM
WHICH MAKE YOU FEEL
SPECIAL (e.g., nail polish, body
lotion, bubble bather, shower
gel, nice bags for personal care

items, and the like). These are items which will be donated to a
local Safe House. There will also be a country store. Come join
other women from other Lutheran congregations who share your
mission!

We continue to gather items for our Red Boxes for Christ-
mas, and we continue to gather your mites for missions which are
supported by the LWML.   T

community (as around the en-
tire world!). We will have a
6:30A “sunrise” worship service
and the 10:30A wor-
ship service. At both
we will sere the body
and blood of Christ for
forgiveness and re-
newal. 
     How truly blessed
we are that, in the very
same week, we will
see THE WORST
DAY ever in Christendom, and
THE BEST DAY SO FAR in
Christendom! May the Lord

bring us together to teach us
His Word! T

                     In Christ,    

Pastor Wollenburg
Audio of the Sermons for each Sun-

day are ordinarily posted
on the Church’s FaceBook
page. Announcements are
made there also. Please
“friend” us on FaceBook
by looking for: “Concordia

Lutheran Church &
School” in Sikeston, MO.
Audio of our Sunday Serv-
ices are also posted at:

lcmssermons.com/ajwrev .
You may go to that site at
any time to listen to past
sermons and services.

Pastor has also begun to post VIDEO
of the sermons on his own FB page 
( http://www.facebook.com/ajwrev )
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From our Pastor:
“THE WORST DAY . . . THE BEST DAY”

(concluded from p. 9)

A CARPOOL FOR
THOSE WHO

WANT TO ATTEND
WILL LEAVE THE
CHURCH PARK-
ING LOT AT 8A.
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T CONCORDIA T

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES are routinely reported at the different Board
meetings  and at the Voters’ Meetings and via the Sunday morning
announcements. For the sake of those who miss those notices,
we will also note them here when we have them. We are brothers
and sisters in Christ who pray for one another, admonish one an-
other, and encourage one another.   T
TRANSFER OUT:   Brandon Thiel to Our Redeemer Lutheran 
          Church in Marshal, MO. on 21 March 2017.

..

..PPrree--RReeggiissttrraattiioonn iiss eennccoouurraaggeedd..
AApprriill 2299,, 22001177

T CONCORDIA T

COME
GET
YOUR
GAME
ON!

COME
SHOW
US

WHAT
YOU’VE
GOT!

LET’S
HAVE
A

FUN
EVENING!
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP CONCORDIA

LUTHERAN
SCHOOL!

1.  Pray for its success.
2.  Encourage (and pray for)

our teacher/director Brenda
Moore.

3.  Talk IT UP in the commu-
nity — “word of mouth” is
our very best advertising.

4.  Collect BOXTOPS for ED-
     UCATION.
5.  Use goodsearch.com as 

your internet search engine
and we will “earn” money
for our school (be sure to
specify our school).

6.   Cash donations/offerings
are always welcomed, and
are always useful in the
purchase of supplies. T

GOOD SEARCH FOR YOUR SMART-
PHONE and/or TABLET is now avail-
able. Our last check from
GoodSearch and GoodShop was
$69.92! Be sure to set it as your
browser’s home page AND be sure to
log in to your Good Search account

so that it will always benefit the School. Their app works great
on phones & tablets, too! Try to remember to do your internet
searches on www.GoodSearch.com . Thanks for clicking to do
searches, AND for shopping here for what you cannot pur-
chase locally. “Concordia Lutheran Church School — Sike-
ston” (that’s how they know us) appreciates your help!   T

T CONCORDIA T

PLEASE
KEEP COLLECT-

ING! PLEASE KEEP
BRINGING THEM!
Please check expiration

dates! We receive
a full $.10 for each boxtop

which we can submit. We have
collected literally thousands
of box tops so they add up
very quickly!  THE NEXT
DEADLINE IS ALWAYS

HERE SOONER THAN WE
REALIZE, SO PLEASE KEEP

ON SAVING! T
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Concordia Seminary Food Bank Wish List:
Please check your donations for expired items. We cannot

give expired foodto the students.
BAKING ITEMS: FLOUR, SUGAR, COOKING SPRAY/OILS, SPICES, 

SEASONINGS, CHOCOLATE
DRINKS: JUICE, HOT COCOA, TEA, COFFEE, JUICE BOXES, VEG-

ETABLE JUICES
CANNED & DRIED FRUITS
CANNED CHICKEN, TUNA & JERKY
BREAKFAST ITEMS: CEREAL, OATMEAL
CONDIMENTS & SAUCES: PICKLES, SYRUP, HOT SAUCE, 

JELLY/JAM, BBQ SAUCE, KETCI-IUP, MUSTARD
CANNED OR DRIED BEANS
SNACKS: COOKIES, CRACKERS, GRANOLA BARS, PRETZELS
PASTA & RICE: BOXED AND BAGGED
PREPARED CANNED FOODS: SPAGHETTI SAUCE, PIZZA SAUCE, 

CHILI, ETC.
SOUPS: CANNED, DRY MIX, CHICKEN BROT H, ETC.
HEALTH & BEAUTY ITEMS: DEODORANT, SHAVING CREAM, 

TOOTHPASTE, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, BODY WASH,
BAR SOAP, LIQUID HAND SOAP, COTTON SWABS, AS-
PIRIN, TYLENOL, FEMININE PRODUCTS

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: CLEANING SUPPLIES, DISH SOAP, DISH-
WASHER DETERGENT, LAUNDRY DETERGENT, FABRIC
SOFTENER

PAPER PRODUCTS: TOILET PAPER, FACIAL TISSUE, ALUMINUM
FOIL, PLASTIC WRAP, SANDWICH BAGS, GARBAGE BAGS

INFANT & TODDLER PRODUCTS: DIAPERS (ALL SIZES), WIPES, 
SHAMPOO/WASH, FORMULA, BABY FOOD

GLUTEN FREE & SUGAR FREE ITEMS
FROZEN MEATS: GROUND BEEF, GROUND TURKEY OR PORK IN 

I LB. PACKAGES CHICKEN EREASTS, FISH
FRESH OR FROZEN FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Cindy Bunte - Food Bank Coordinator - Concordia Seminary -

801 Seminary Place - St. Louis, MO  - 63105 - 
Phone: 314-505-7029  T

Concordia Seminary
F O O D  D R I V E

T CONCORDIA T
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Y O U R  C R E A T I O N  M O M E N T !
TODAY'S CREATION MOMENT:

“VOLCANOES”

     Mount St Helens is an active
volcano. It, and the other volca-
noes in the Cascade Mountains,
could erupt at any time.
     Geologists point to the sub-
duction of the Juan de Fuca
Plate under the North American
plate as the cause of the
magma, which breaks through
at the volcanoes, causing them
to erupt and to grow. This sub-
duction is clearly happening
very slowly today. Similar volca-
noes occur at other subduction
points around the world, and are
especially notable in other areas
in the so called Ring of Fire
around the Pacific Ocean.
     If this subduction had always
been slow, over millions of
years, as evolutionary geolo-
gists suppose, then it is difficult
to understand how these volca-
noes could continue to be ac-
tive. However, it is our

assumption that these plates
were formed by the devastating
events that began the worldwide
Flood. Therefore, the original
subduction occurred at a run-
away rate. Indeed, solid re-
mains of an early ocean plate
can be detected in the Earth’s
mantle. If the Earth were mil-
lions of years old, then this plate
should have melted and mixed
in with the semi-molten mantle
by now. But the existence of this
plate – probably the remains of
the subducted portion of the
Juan de Fuca Plate – is consis-
tent with what the Bible says
about the Flood and its
timescale.
     Because volcanoes were
formed by the Flood, they speak
to us of the wrath and of the
mercy of God. In this sense, vol-
canoes like Mount St Helens are
really large Gospel tracts.   T
A Prayer: 
     I stand in awe at the manifestation of 
Your power, Lord. Thank You for doing
all things well. Amen   T

"The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD shall rejoice in
his works. He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he toucheth the

hills, and they smoke." (Psalm 104:31-32)
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A FEATURE ARTICLE:

APRIL is AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
by Debbie Mau

Pastor’s Note: It was at my urging that Debbie has written the below. It was a 
major effort for Debbie as she searched her own emotions and tried to con-
dense a great deal of research, and still make the below “readable.” I watched
Debbie and heard from her as she and Jeremy realized that they had an
“issue” in their family which they sough to address. Debbie, I think, is to be
commended for advocating for their son and pursuing doctors, school admin-
istrators and teachers, etc. so that they could help their son, and help others
to understand him. I commend the article to you. /s/ Pastor ajw

     Did you know that April is
Autism Awareness month?
Truthfully this is not a cause that
I can say I was very involved in
before, but over the last year it
has become a very important part
of my life.  I felt now the perfect
time to share our story with you,
of just how Autism has touched
our families life.
     Here are some
facts from the
“Autism Speaks”
Webpage: 
— Autism now af-

fects 1 in 68 chil-
dren and 1 in 42
boys

— Boys are nearly 
five times more
likely than girls to
have autism

— More than 3.5 million Ameri-
cans live with an autism spec-
trum disorder.

— Autism is one of the fastest-
growing developmental disor-
ders in the U.S.

— Autism costs a family 
     $60,000 a year on average

— There is no medical detec-
     tion or cure for autism 
     Autism is a neurological dis-
order that affects the brain and
the way it functions and
processes.  Autism is one of a
group of neurodevelopmental dis-
orders known as pervasive devel-
opmental disorders (PDDs).

These are character-
ized by problems
with communication
and social interac-
tion. Patients often
demonstrate re-
stricted, repetitive,
and stereotyped be-
havior patterns or in-
terests.   Although
there are many simi-
lar challenges that
make up Autism, not

one person is exactly alike or has
the exact same struggles.  There
is a saying in the Autism commu-
nity that “if you have met one per-
son with Autism you have met
one person with Autism.”
     It is not known exactly what
c a u s e s (contin’d on p. 17  F )
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DO YOU EVER SHOP ONLINE AT AMA-
ZON? While we always encourage one an-
other to be sure to support our local
merchants, we are also aware that some of

our members and friends shop at Amazon.com at least a little
bit. THEY WILL DONATE 1/2 of 1% of each purchase to us IF
you will set up an Amazon smile account and if you make Con-
cordia Lutheran Church in Sikeston your recipient. When they
send a check to our Church we will send it to our Concordia
Lutheran School account! You can set this up for your amazon
shopping by going to www.smile.amazon.com and following the
directions there. It’s a wonderful way to help out!  

Autism, that is still being heavily
researched, but it is suspected
that genetics, environmental
components and complications
during pregnancy play a role.
One fact is that children are born
with Autism, it is not
something that is “de-
veloped”. Despite the
skepticism that has fol-
lowed it linking vaccines
to Autism, there is no
actual evidence proving
this theory.  In many
cases Autism is not de-
tected at birth, but as children
grow older they begin to show
signs in their development. There
are also cases of adult diagnosis
and that number is growing.  A
person does not “outgrow”
Autism; it is a life-long condition
and is not curable. But with early
diagnosis and interventions such

as proper supports and adequate
therapy a person has a chance to
live a successful life. 
     Autism is referred to as being
a Spectrum disorder, which
means it holds a wide degree of
variation in the way it affects peo-
ple. Every child/adult on the
autism spectrum has unique abil-
ities, symptoms, and challenges.

There is a very wide
range of characteristics
and Autism can be iden-
tified in a person as very
low functioning and com-
pletely non verbal to an
individual who is high
functioning, in many
cases from looking at

them you would have no idea
they even have Autism or a spe-
cial need. Autism Spectrum Dis-
order is usually diagnosed in 3
levels with varying degrees of
needed supports. Each level
comes with their own sets of
struggles and challenges.  
     O n e

FEATURE ARTICLE:
AUTISM AWARENESS

(from p. 15)

(contin’d on p. 18  F )
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form of Autism that is no longer
recognized as of 2013, according
to the newest copy of the DSM-V,
(Diagnostic and Statistic Manual
of Mental Disorder) but is still
heard and used to describe a
form of high functioning Autism is
Aspergers Syndrome. 
     Aspergers Syndrome is a type
of Autism you may be familiar
with or may have heard of. Many
hear the term “Aspergers” and
refer to a character they have
seen on TV or movies ( i.e., Rain
Man, Sheldon from Big Bang
Theory, Max from Parenthood, . .
.). It refers to those who are on
the higher functioning side of the
Spectrum, but still struggle with
sensory, social, and communica-
tion issues. As stated above,
since the change to a spectrum
diagnosis, Aspergers is not gen-
erally used during medical diag-
nosis anymore. It is, however, still
used often in the Autism commu-
nity as it is easier for some to as-
sociate with. 
     This is the case for us and our
journey with Autism. Our son
Jackson was diagnosed last year
on Feb 12, 2016!  I will never for-
get that day or the months lead-
ing up to his testing and final
diagnosis. It was scary and con-
fusing and frustrating, but also
eye opening and I am so thankful
we found out when we did. Jack-
son is officially diagnosed with

Autism Spectrum Disorder Level
1 (high functioning or Aspergers)
and ADHD. Jackson is an amaz-
ing kid and although I have felt
guilty at times for not noticing
something earlier, I am beyond
blessed that he is ours and would
not change him in any way.
Everyday is a new day and quite
the adventure, many days a
struggle, but understanding Jack-
son and the way his mind works
is so very important. It is vital for
us to be able to support him in the
ways he needs and for him to feel
comfortable, understood, and
loved. In many ways he appears
to be a typical child, which is our
blessing, but in other ways he
faces challenges others will never
understand.
     Asperger traits include having
a normal to high intelligence
level. These kids are known to be
very intelligent, but struggle being
seen as having a special need
because they “appear” normal.
Therefore they are not taken se-
riously or fully understood and
this is very frustrating for them. 
     Some of Jacksons chal-
lenges are his brain is constantly
full of information and going a mil-
lion miles an hour. He has a hard
time processing information.
Then new information is thrown
at him and he gets very frazzled.
It takes him longer than normal to
process information. He struggles
with cognitive and executive func-
tioning. He cannot be asked to do
more than 1
thing at a time

FEATURE ARTICLE:
AUTISM AWARENESS

(from p. 17)

(contin’d on p. 19 F)
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about just about
anything? Try this . . .

Come online to: http://www.lcms.org/faqs . Get answers in our FAQ
gallery on topics including the Bible, worship, congregational life
and moral and ethical issues.  T

Curious?

generally. He is extremely impul-
sive, he doesn’t fully understand
cause and effect and reacts be-
fore thinking. His brain works and
learns in a different way and
pace. This makes it hard to teach
consequences. His punishments
are given in
other ways than
typical children.
This is a impor-
tant thing for out-
siders to
understand and
not judge. It can
be frustrating as a parent, but pa-
tience is crucial.         
     He becomes over stimulated
very easily. He has a hard time
being in crowded places. When
around groups of kids, he is
seemingly happy and having fun,
but sometimes this can trigger a
meltdown because his brain is so
stimulated with all the fun and ex-
citement he cannot control his
feeling and emotions.  He has a
hard time in public places as well
because of his sensory process-

ing. Some of these places in-
clude, the mall, Walmart, Fairs
and unfortunately even Church.
He is very sensitive to sounds
and smells especially. He can
hear things that normal people
can block out. The fans spinning,
papers rustling, someone hum-
ming, speakers buzzing, it be-
comes overwhelming and difficult

for him to focus
and he be-
comes agitated.
He gets easily
distracted and it
is hard for him to
stay on task. He
also smells

things no one seems to smell and
this can also get him annoyed.
We call this his “super power”
(ha-ha). Along with Autism he
also suffers from ADHD which
plays another major role in his
days and activities, this is why he
seems antsy in the pews or dur-
ing childrens message.
     Jackson is also very rigid. He
craves routine and has a very
hard time when things are
changed. Change in general is
very difficult for him. Plans
c h a n g i n g ,

FEATURE ARTICLE:
AUTISM AWARENESS
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transitioning of activities, rooms
being reorganized, getting new
glasses etc. This is especially a
struggle at school and substitute
days are very hard on him. He
needs certain accommodations
to make his days run smoother.
He needs to be told what his day
is going to entail, any appoint-
ments, trips to the store etc. If
anything changes or something
unexpected comes up he needs
to be prepared and
walked through the
changes. Sometimes
he is alright with it and
other times depending
on his day and other
circumstances he can-
not handle the
changes.  
     Another big thing
for him and for others
to know about him is
that he is very literal. If
you tell him you are going to do
something, be prepared to do it
because he will expect it done.
He needs an explanation for
EVERYTHING. Explaining helps
him to process and fully under-
stand what you are saying or
what is being asked of him. This
is especially true when asking
something of him in the form of a
task or chore. He doesn’t always
understand jokes or sarcasm. Fa-
cial expressions and other social

cues are difficult for him to read.
He needs things to be very clear. 
     Jackson is actually pretty out-
going, which isn’t very common
with kids on the spectrum. There
are times though he prefers to be
alone, play alone and keep to
himself. His struggle stems from
his high intelligence and larger
than life imagination. He wants to
play in ways that other children
do not understand, therefore they
choose not to play with him and
this upsets him and hurts his feel-
ings. He may lash out and go into
meltdown because he doesn’t

understand and cannot
process why. He be-
lieves no one likes him
and he doesn’t have
any friends. This is
heartbreaking to watch
as a parent. Making
friends and sustaining
those relationships and
friendships are very
important for him. We
work very hard on this
and he attends social

groups and therapy to help him
build confidence and social skills
to ensure he keeps friends. He
just wants to be understood and
accepted.
     Another social challenge is
that Jackson does not always
make eye contact with you when
speaking, it does not mean he is
not paying attention or listening to
you. It is uncomfortable for him.
This is another common Autism
trait many

FEATURE ARTICLE:
AUTISM AWARENESS

(from p. 19)
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kids have. It is said to actually
physically hurt them to look a per-
son in the eye because they can
be receiving so much information
from you by your eyes and face
that it is hard for them to process
it all and it is painful. He may or
may not look you in the eye, but
looking in your mere direction or
even at your face is very big for
him and considered progress.
Please do not be offended if he
does not look at you when you
speak to him or even answer you.
Most times he is so wrapped up
in his own thoughts it is hard for
him to respond to you. He has to
break his concentration to re-
spond to you and that is difficult
for him. Many times kids are seen
as “ being in their own little world”
this is very true. Understanding
and accepting it is very critical for
them.
     Many kids on the spectrum
are thought of as rude or disre-
spectful when in fact they mean
no disrespect at all. They are very
honest, too honest at times. Jack-
son will definitely say what he
thinks and he doesn’t see any-
thing wrong because he is being
truthful. Another important fact is
that although Jackson has a good
sense of humor and can be pretty
funny and entertaining, he
doesn’t understand sarcasm very
well or words with double mean-
ings. Sayings like “when pigs fly”

are very confusing to him. He will
take you seriously. Jackson is
very black and white and this
proves to be a big struggle when
it comes to socializing. So being
careful of what you say or how
you say it is tricky at times, but
necessary when interacting with
him. I know it seems intimidating
and overwhelming but once you
get to know him, you will find he’s
not that complicated of a kid.   
     Another major part of our daily
lives are Meltdowns!  To others
they are seen as “tantrums” or
“fits” but in our world we under-
stand they are a way of commu-
nication and result of
overstimulation or being misun-
derstood. This is especially frus-
trating when others cast
judgement.  Tantrums are de-
scribed as a behavior a child has
in hope of getting their way and
for attention. Meltdowns occur
when a child is overstimulated
and it is not for attention, they
simply cannot handle the present
situation or expectations being
placed upon them, they can not
process quick enough. In the mo-
ment they cannot control their
thoughts, emotions and actions
during a meltdown. Most times
during the release or “coming
down” phase they do not remem-
ber what happened or even why
they were upset. 
     99% of Jacksons meltdowns
are caused by processing issues,
misunderstandings or not feeling
as if he
is being (concluded on p. 22  F)
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heard . He tends to dwell on cer-
tain subjects and conversations
until he receives enough informa-
tion for him to grasp what is being
expressed or he feels like you get
his point. Due to his processing
struggles it takes him longer to
“get over stuff”. This is why Pastor
will at times let him kind of “go on”
about something during the Chil-
drens message, letting him ex-
press himself and clear his mind
is important to him (even though
we may not have a clue what he
is talking about sometimes, ha-
ha). 
     Although this is far from
everything about Jackson, I hope
it is a start and will help you to
better understand him — also to
better understand us and our
journey and lifestyle. It is difficult
to attend public activities like
other families.  We struggle to
commit to certain community ac-
tivities or help out as much as
we’d like with Church related ac-
tivities or to make certain serv-
ices. Most importantly, though,
we try, we truly try. For us,
though, this is our life and we ac-
cept it would like to know we have
others support. 
     I have struggled with sharing
our journey with the congrega-
tion, but ultimately felt as though
we truly see you all as our family
too and find it important for you to

be aware and understand us and
especially Jackson. I am sure to
some these seem like excuses
but honestly they are simply ex-
planations. He deserves to be
supported, respected and under-
stood just like anyone else.     
     We have relied heavily on our
faith to help guide us through this
journey, and as it continues
through life. We ask the Lord to
help us and our family to find the
strength to get through this and
move forward doing what we can
to help our sweet boy. I shared
our news with Pastor early on in
the process of diagnosis and I am
grateful that he has made the ef-
fort to listen to the information I
have shared about Jackson and
tips on how best to communicate
with him and understand him.
The learning never stops. We ap-
preciate the willingness and sup-
port of others in the congregation
that I have shared our story with
before now. I find comfort that al-
though it is difficult to fully under-
stand our life, there are attempts
being made to learn about Autism
and how to be of a support to
Jackson. My hope is not just for
our family and Jackson but that
this information in general will
give you all a better understand-
ing and awareness into others
lives that have been touched by
Autism. Perhaps to judge less
when you see us handling a un-
foreseen situation at church or
seeing a struggling parent with a
s c r e a m i n g

(contin’d on p. 23  F )
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child anywhere. You never know
the battle others are facing. 
     To be honest it came as
somewhat of a shock hearing that
we may have a child with Autism,
at first we didn’t see any signs
and felt confused and guilty on
some level for not knowing. As
we did research though it be-
came very clear many of the
signs were there we just didn’t
know they were
signs to this. The di-
agnosis itself did
not come easily.
We have been
through much
heartache and it
has been a stress-
ful, long road. Lots of
testing, doctors, psy-
chologists and thera-
pist, state workers and
the schools. Not every-
one is as open or understanding
as you’d think or hope. Having a
child with special needs is not the
end of the world. I have heard
many times “oh, Autism that’s re-
ally rough” or “I couldn’t imagine
if my child had Autism, how terri-
ble” We just laugh now. Although
we are somewhat lucky that
Jackson is higher functioning and
we don’t have the struggles other
Autism families have, it is still
tough. Jackson faces many
struggles in life and at school and

he doesn’t always get the most
support. Unfortunately even
though there are supports out
there and therapies to help him
learn and grow, as he gets older
things will continue to be hard for
him. At this point his school has
been great and they are learning
and getting to know him better
and we have had many more
good days than bad recently. It
was pretty rough for awhile, to put
it mildly. He is succeeding,
though; he makes Honor Roll
every quarter and tries his hard-

est. He desperately
wants to be ac-
cepted and under-
stood. Jackson will
have these strug-
gles for the rest of
his life. Of course
that doesn’t mean

he cannot be suc-
cessful and a produc-

tive member of society.
Getting there may be

more difficult for
him, but he will find his way! We
are excited to see what his future
holds and what more he can
teach us. “We are on a journey
we never imagined being on, but
we sure love our tour guide!” 
     As you get to know Jackson
better you will see he is a pretty
amazing kid! Despite his strug-
gles he is vibrant, brilliant, inter-
esting, funny, loving and has the
biggest heart.  He has a knack for
remembering words to songs and
reciting commercials. He can go

April 2017  +   23   +                Christ for You!
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HUGE THANKS TO ALL
WHO HELPED IN ANY

WAY!!
This is always very much a

“team effort!”
As of Mon., 3 April, these

are “the numbers:”
TOTAL GROSS INCOME
TO DATE: $3,474.00!

TOTAL SERVED: 385 (147
carry out, 238 dine in).

When “final numbers” are
available, we will let you
know! Much thanks to all!
And may the Lord be

praised!   T

on and on about certain
subjects and shows
such passion. He shows
progress everyday and
we are so proud of him
and his willingness to try
new things when he
feels comfortable. We
continue to give him op-
portunity and he contin-
ues to impress us. He
doesn’t give up and nei-
ther will we. We have
had to fight for many
things for him over the
past year and that fight will never
stop. This is why autism aware-
ness and acceptance is so very

important. 
     Thank you for your time and if

you have any questions
about Jackson, or more
about our story or the di-
agnosis process please
feel free to ask me!  I
am more than happy to
talk about my Amazing
child and our journey so
far. Although I am no ex-
pert, if you have any
questions about Autism
in general, signs, symp-
toms or just want more
information please feel
free to contact me.
Thank you and God

Bless.   T
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11:30A Pastor’s Study 
Group- Jackson
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REV. A. J. WOLLENBURG, PASTOR
Office: 573-471-5842

Email: concordialutheranchurch@gmail.com
Mrs. Brenda Moore, School Dir./Tchr.

Mrs. Debbie Mau, Office Sec.

3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

PALM SUNDAY

2017
SUNDAY

PARISH
CALENDAR

Concordia Evangelical Lutheran Church and School
836 Park Avenue

Located on Wakefield between Park & Ranney
Sikeston, MO   63801-2054

Conc. Luth. School Y

7:30P Brd. of Directors’ Meeting

9:10A Sun. School & Bible Classes
10:30A DIVINE WORSHIP (CHILDREN 

PROCESS with Pastor in Worship)

6:30A Sunrise Divine Service w/  Communion

9:10A Sun. School & Bible Classes
10:30A Divine Worship w/ Communion

8A 5TH SNDAY DIVINE WORSHIP W/ 
COMMUNION

10A Delta Area Blind Council 

7P Board of Properties Mtng.
7P Lutheran Women’s Missionary

League (LWML) Mtng

7:30P Board of Elders’ Meeting
Conc. Luth. School Y

6:30p Board of Parish Ed. Mtg.
7:30p Sunday School Teachers Mtg.

Conc. Luth. School Y

9A Pastor at MO. Dist. Brd. of  
Directors Mtng.11A Bible Study @ Luth. Chapel of  

Hope-SEMO, Cape

11A Bible Study @ Luth. Chapel of
Hope-SEMO, Cape   

11A Bible Study @ Luth. Chapel of
Hope-SEMO, Cape   

11A Bible Study @ Luth. Chapel of 
Hope - SEMO, Cape

13 8A Men’s Club B’fast 
Mtng

10A Annual CHILDRENS’
EASTER EGG HUNT!
(1-doz eggs per child)

12:15P 1/2-hour GOOD FRI. 
DEVOTIONAL WORSHIP
(esp.for our community)

9:30A Zone LWML
SPRING RALLY at St.
Paul, Jackson - CAR-
POOL FROM CHURCH
PARKING LOT at 8A

Lucas Cranach & 
Albrecht Duerer, Artists

2P Pastor leads Worship at Lutheran Chapel of 
Hope - Cape G.

6:00p Pre-Worship Meal by Brd. of
Evangelsim- Taco Bar
7:00P MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP #6

Johannes
Bugenhagen, Pastor

2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Anselm of Canterbury,
Theologian

SECRETARY’S DAY
St. Mark, Evangelist

11:30A Board of Fellowship/Publicity mtg

9:10A Sun. School & Bible Classes
10:30A DIVINE WORSHIP

9:10A Sun. School & Bible Classes
10:30A DIVINE WORSHIP w/ Communion

11:30A Board of Evangelism Meeting

Conc. Luth. School Y

7P WED. NIGHT BIBLE STUDY - 1
Corinthians - Lesson 6 - Gifts for
Service

1:00p LRD Pre- Conf Class

Johann Walter, Kantor

6-9P TRIVIA NIGHT
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TO THIS!  è

16

2P Pastor leads Worship at Lutheran Chapel of 
Hope-Cape G.

3P B.O.D. Mtng for Univ. Luth. Chapel of Hope

Holy Monday10

9:10A SUN. SCHOOL & BIBLE CLASSES
10:30A DIVINE WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION

11:30A Brd. of Parochial Ed. Mtng
11:30A ANNUAL CHICKEN ‘N’ DUMPLINS 

FUNDRAISER DINNER! 

EASTER SUNDAY Easter Monday

2P Pastor leads Worship at Lutheran Chapel of 
Hope - Cape G.

1:00p LRD Pre- Conf Class

1P LRD Pre- Conf Class 1:00p LRD Pre- Conf Class

1:00p LRD Pre- Conf Class

1P LRD Pre- Conf Class

1:00p LRD Pre- Conf Class

Maundy ThurdayHoly WednesdayHoly Tuesday Good Friday

All Day Pastors’ Tri Circuit Conference
Saxony Cape, G.

6P Pre-Worship Meal by 
Mens Club

7P MAUNDY TH. WORSHIP w/
Communion and stripping 
of the Altar

7P GOOD FRIDAY (no meal) 
TENEBRAE Worship Service

No School No School

No School No School

PM Pastor @ MO. Dist. Praesidium 
Mtng.
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