
These were the very last
words Adam heard from
God before he and Eve

were shown the way out of the Garden of Eden. The Lenten Season, 40 days long (excluding Sundays
which always remember our Lord’s Resurrection), begins with Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday in the life
of the church is a solemn occasion when the people of God remember and contemplate the depth of
humanity's sin. Historically, individuals are marked with the sign of the cross with ashes that traditionally
have been prepared from the burned remnants of last year's palm branches.  We wear the mark of human
frailty and mortality.  To dust and ashes we shall return.  Just as we are mindful of our sin, we also remem-
ber our Baptism, through which God has cleansed us from sin, marked us as His redeemed children, and
granted us unmerited immortality through our Lord Jesus Christ. Be blessed! T

UPre-Service Music
UThe Ringing of the Bells

& Lighting of the Candles
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“. . . for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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We are:

“A Family of God’s People Dedicated to Bringing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to Everyone!”

WELCOME, GUESTS! We are delighted to have you join
us for worship this evening. Please avail yourselves of the

chance to “sign in” on our attendance pad. The people around
you, and Pastor, look forward to meeting you! Please come &

worship with us again!

UThe Invocation,Prayers & Imposition of Ashes — At Pastor’s invi-
tation, please stand.

P In the Name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C (spoken) Amen.

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins 
a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to
the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-
denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word
and draws from it life and hope. 

UThe Choir Anthem - Our Adult Choir sings “Oh, Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou 
Broken?” Thanks to those who give their time and use their talents to glorify God and to lift up our
hearts in worship!



Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the
power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to
Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.
(Here, in the historic posture of the penitent, Pastor will kneel. Then there will be a brief moment of silence for personal
reflection. Then Pastor will continue . . . .)

P O Lord, C Have mercy. 
P O Christ, C Have mercy.
P O Lord, C Have mercy.
P O Christ, C Have mercy.

P God the Father, in heaven, C Have mercy.
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, C Have mercy.
P God the Holy Spirit, C Have mercy.

P Be gracious to us. C Spare us, good Lord.
P Be gracious to us. C Help us, good Lord.

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your baptism, 
fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and Passion; by
Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the
coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: C Help us, good Lord.

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and 
in the day of judgment: C Help us, good Lord.

P We poor sinners implore You C To hear us, O Lord.

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to 
strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our
repentance: C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch 
over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the aban-
doned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; to give abundant blessing to all works of
mercy; and to have mercy on us all:

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and 
slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers:

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, C We implore You to hear us.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C Have mercy.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C Have mercy.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C Grant us Your peace.
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, imploring Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. (Here, in the historic posture of the penitent, Pastor

will kneel, and then continue . . . ) Our help is in the Name of the Lord!

L

L
(Here all may be seated.)

P O Christ, C Hear us. 
P O Lord, C Hear us.

P O Christ, C Have mercy. 
P O Lord, C Have mercy. Amen.
P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal
nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon
our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. C Amen.  (Here all may be seated.)

+ The Imposition of Ashes +
Here all worshipers may come forward (in single file) to the Altar where they may pause briefly for Pastor to place
the mark of the Cross in ash on worshipers’ foreheads, while he repeats the words, “Dust you are and to dust

you will return.” Then the worshiper shall immediately return to his/her place for personal, private meditation. This
will be done without any music playing, a further reminder of our repentance and so that all worshipers may over

and over again hear the words, “Dust you are and to dust you will return.” (This rite is NOT limited only to
communicant members nor only to members of the congregation — any and all are invited to participate.)

UThe Confession & Absolution - The Imposition of Ashes completed, Pastor will invite wor-
shipers to stand and then continue . . .

C

C

C

ALL O almighty God, merciful Fa-
ther, I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto Thee all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy tem-
poral and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. (Here Pastor will stand to speak
the absolution.)

P Upon this your confession, I,  by virtue of  my office, as a called  
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all
of you, and in the place and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all of your sins in the Name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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P I said, I  will  confess my transgres-
sions to the Lord!



P The holy Gospel, written in the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew, the 6th Chapter: 

1 [Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your
righteousness before other people in order to
be seen by them, for then you will have no
reward from your Father Who is in heaven.

2 “Thus,
when you
give to the
needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the

†     4 †

UThe Old Testament Lesson - Joel 2:12-19 - In the midst of human 
tragedy and sin's domination, God's Word unrelentingly says, “Return to the Lord, your God.”

20b We implore you on behalf of Christ, be rec-
onciled to God. 21 For our sake He made Him to be
sin Who knew no sin, so that in Him we might
become the righteousness of God.

6:1 Working together with Him, then, we appeal
to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2

For He says,
“In a favorable time I listened to you, and
in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is
the day of salvation. 3 We put no obstacle in any-
one's way, so that no fault may be found with our
ministry, 4 but as servants of God we commend
ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in

afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings,
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kind-
ness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons
of righteousness for the right hand and for the left;
8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and
praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are
true; 9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying,
and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not
killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet
possessing everything.

12 “Yet even now,” declares the LORD,
“return to Me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning; 13 and rend
your hearts and not your garments.”

Return to the LORD, your God, for He is gra-
cious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. 14

Who knows whether He will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind Him, a grain offering
and a drink offering for the LORD your God?

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly; 16 gather the people.
Consecrate the congregation; assemble the eld-
ers; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let

the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her
chamber. 

17 Between the vestibule and the altar let the
priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say,
“Spare Your people, O LORD, and make not Your
heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where
is their God?’”

18 Then the LORD became jealous for His land
and had pity on His people. 19 The LORD answered
and said to His people, “Behold, I am sending to
you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satis-
fied; and I will no more make you a reproach
among the nations.”

P This is the Word of the Lord! C Thanks be to God!

P This is the Word of the Lord! C Thanks be to God!

UThe Epistle Lesson - 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 - The “day of sal-
vation” is NOW.

L

UThe Gospel Lesson - Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 - Jesus reminds us that 
deeds of piety are a matter between the individual and God, and are not to 
be done merely to “show off.”

C



UThe Prayers of Christ’s Church - Responsively, below. At Pastor’s invita-
tion, please stand.

P Let us pray that we might faithfully keep vigil this Lenten season . . . Lord, protect 
us in the struggle against the Adversary and all evil.  As we begin the Lenten journey make
this season holy by the continual proclamation of Your Word and the right administration of

UThe Offering - DURING THE OFFERING, WE INVITE ALL OUR WORSHIPERS TO PLEASE PASS AND AFFIX

THEIR NAMES TO THE ATTENDANCE PAD (located at the center aisle end of each pew), passing it down the pew for oth-
ers to sign, and then returning it to the center aisle end again. Be sure to note those who are worshiping with you
and greet them in the Lord! Those who will attend the Lord’s Supper at this worship service are invited to
please mark the appropriate column/space for that. Visitors, we especially delight in your presence with us here
— if you will kindly include your full mailing address, Pastor will send you a personal note. Do you desire a pas-
toral visit? Kindly check the appropriate column and include your telephone number, and Pastor will contact you.
Members, please use this as a way to update your mailing address, telephone number, and/or e-mail address.
Thanks to all for their help and cooperation!

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, that they may be praised by others.
Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do
not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like
the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and at the street corners,
that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to
you, they have received their reward. 6 But
when you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward
you. . . .

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy

like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces that their fasting may be seen by others.
Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head
and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may
not be seen by others but by your Father who
is in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where nei-
ther moth nor rust destroys and where thieves
do not break in and steal. 21 For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

P This is the Gospel of our Lord! L

UThe Reading of the Passion Gospel - Here Pastor will read from a har-
monization of all four of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John) titled “THE GREATEST PART OF THE

GREATEST STORY — THE HISTORY OF JESUS FROM CROSS TO CROWN” — Jesus’ suffering, death & resur-
rection drawn together from the Greek text as translated in GOD’S WORD TO THE NATIONS: New
Testament New Evangelical Translation (NET) — © 1990 Mrs. William F. Beck & Biblion Publishing,
Cleveland, OH. The Church will be darkened during the reading of the Gospel History.

(Here all may be seated.)

UThe Sermon - Text: 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
THEME: “CHRIST FOR . . . My Sins!”
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C

UThe Hymn - “Come to Calv’ry’s Holy Mountain” — LSB 435



Your Sacraments. 
C As Your children, help us to respond with contrite hearts, and a genuine 

Christ-centered discipline during this most holy season. Grant this through our Lord,
Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.

P Let us contemplate in prayer our need for redemption . . . Father in heaven, the 
light of Your truth bestows sight to darkened sin-filled eyes.

C Let this season of repentance increase our awareness of the undeserved 
blessing of Your forgiveness & the gift of salvation. Grant this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

P Let us pray for all who are in bondage to sin, needing to be set free from sin and 
its stain . . . Lord Jesus, our bondage to sin moved You to sacrifice Yourself that we may
have eternal life.

C Freedom has been won for us by the blood You shed, yet many still suffer 
from bondage to sin and unbelief. Have mercy upon them and enable them to come
to know Your love and grace. Grant this to Your glory and praise. Amen.

P Let us pray for all who are sick, all who are suffering, and all who are filled with 
grief . . . Almighty God, heavenly Father, You know our hearts.

C When we are facing trials, when we live with the anguish of sickness or 
death, You alone understand the pain we feel. Through Your Spirit, fill our hearts with
hope. Enable those who suffer the ability to see beyond temporal pain and suffering,
and by Your grace, keep all eyes focused upon Christ and the eternal life we have in
His name. Grant this in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen.

P We ask all of this, merciful Lord — Father, Son, & Holy Spirit — in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Him Who suffered & died for all our sins, & arose again. 

C Amen.

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom & teach us to pray:
ALL (spoken) OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME; THY KINGDOM

COME; THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN; GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD;
AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND
LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION; BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL; FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND

THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. (Please remain standing.)

UThe Words of Institution - spoken by Pastor. Then . . . 

UThe Hymn of Preparation - “Christ, the Life of All the Living” - LSB 420:1

1. CHRIST, THE LIFE OF ALL THE LIVING,     CHRIST, THE DEATH OF DEATH, OUR FOE,
WHO, THYSELF FOR ME ONCE GIVING TO THE DARKEST DEPTHS OF WOE, —
THROUGH THY SUFFERINGS, DEATH, AND MERIT I ETERNAL LIFE INHERIT:
THOUSAND, THOUSAND THANKS SHALL BE,     DEAREST JESUS, UNTO THEE. AMEN.

(Here all may be seated until ushered forward for the Communion Distribution.)

*
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P The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine upon

you and be gracious unto you; 
The LORD look upon you with favor,

and T give you His peace!

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE is that we ordinarily offer the Lord’s Supper only to those who are communicant
members of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or of congregations which
are part of a church body which is in altar & pulpit fellowship with the LCMS. Scripture teaches
that Holy Communion is to be a confession of a common faith (1 Cor. 10:17; Acts 2:42) and that those
who are unprepared may do themselves spiritual harm (1 Cor. 11:23-32). We do not thereby presume
to question another’s faith in Christ, but hold this historic position out of love for God’s Word and in care
for souls. Inviting all Christians to Communion would imply a oneness which does not yet exist but for
which we must all pray. Even as we try to respect the practices of other Christian denominations, so we
ask others to please respect our practice. If there are some whom we do not commune who would like

to come forward, they may do, crossing their arms over their chests — then the elders who distribute
Communion will pass them by, but our Pastor will speak a blessing over those persons. Any who would like to discuss
this practice at more length may make an appointment with our pastor to do so. T

UThe Communion Distribution - Both the individual cups and the common cup 
are offered to our communicants. One of our elders will distribute the bread; he will be followed by another elder
with the individual cups; those who desire the common cup may simply let the elder with the individual cups pass
by, and Pastor will follow with the chalice.

UThe Post-Communion Hymn - The Distribution completed, all stand to sing 
to the tune: “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” - LSB 437. (Words printed below.)

UThe Distribution Hymns - Some or all of the hymns will be sung as time and  the num-
ber of communicants present permit.

^ HYMN: “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” — LSB 434
^ HYMN: “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All” — LSB 613
^ HYMN: “Upon the Cross Extended” — LSB 453

L
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1. Lord, let Your servant go in peace
According to Your Word.
Mine eyes have seen salvation sure
In what I here received.

2. Lord, let me go into the world,
A world that needs to know
You gave Your life for love of all.
I shall Your glory tell. Amen.

© Rev. Russell A. Nebhut, 2003. Used by permission.

* *

UThe Prayer of Thanksgiving - spoken by Pastor

UThe Benediction

C

(Please remain standing.)

*
*
*

UA Time for Prayer - Here worshipers may take a moment for quiet reflection upon God’s Word  and 
how to apply the Word heard today to their individual lives. When Pastor exits, worshipers may remain to visit or exit on their
own.



[1] Saturday’s Men’s Club Meeting begins at 7:30 a.m. with a good, 
hearty breakfast.

[2] MEN & ALL HELPERS work at the SEMO FOOD BANK 9A-12N.
The building is at the south end of Kingshighway in the old Pepsi 
bottling building.

[3] Our ANNUAL PITCH TOURNAMENTis held on THIS SUNDAY 
beginning at 1:30p. Please bring along snacks and soft drinks 
which might be shared with others

Q Sun., 21 Feb. — SUNDAY WORSHIP
revolves around the theme of the Gospel
Lesson for the first Sunday in Lent: The
Temptation of Christ. Have you defeated
temptation yet? Can you? Know how? Join
us to be challenged, AND for some really
good news!

Q Wed., 24 Feb. — LENT WORSHIP at 
7:30p. Sermon theme: “CHRIST FOR . . .
My Guilt!” Pre-worship meal at 6:30p by the
Board of Properties.

UThe Postlude/Recessional

E Soli  Deo  Gloria!   E
(To God Alone Be Glory!)

THE ORGANIST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Hailey

Im
portant

Upcoming Dates
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E

PARENTS - CHILDREN - YOUNG FAMILIES - GRANDPARENTS
- CONCORDIA KIDS PLAY GROUP - VALENTINE PARTY! - Sat.,
Feb. 27th - 10:30-11:30 am - in the FAMILY LIFE CENTER. Join
us for a morning of fun! Please bring your favorite snack and toys
to share - also please bring Valentines to deliver during the party
and a box or bag with your child's name to hold the Valentines. (15
Valentines should be plenty - homemade or store bought
Valentines are fine) Questions? Please contact Jennifer Birk: 
birkdesign@wildblue.net or 683.4355.Invite Your Friends - The
More The Merrier! Questions - call Jenny Birk - 683-4355.

+ Wed.,  24 Feb. - “. . . my Guilt!”
+ Wed.,   3 Mar. - “. . . my Love!”
+ Wed., 10 Mar. - “. . . my Idolatry!”
+ Wed., 17 Mar. - “. . . my Hypocrisy!”
+ Wed., 24 Mar. - “. . . my Worship!”

+ Maun. Thurs., 1 Apr. - “. . . my Spirituality!”
+ Good Fri.,      2 Apr. - “. . . my Death!”
+ Easter Sun., 4 Apr. - “. . . my Life!”

Lenten Worship Topics

“Christ for . . .”


