
PLEASE NOTE: As the bells are ringing & the candles are being lighted, the sanctuary will be gradu-
ally darkened.

(from the Latin mandatum meaning “command”) begins the three day service
often known as the Sacred Triduum lasting until Easter. From the invocation of
this service to the benediction on Easter Sunday, it is one solemn liturgy span-

ning three days that recounts the whole story — from betrayal & crucifixion to burial & empty tomb & the resurrection.
Although, historically, there is no benediction spoken until Easter morning (because of the three-day service), we will
include benedictions in both this evening’s & Good Friday’s worship services.

Maundy Thursday is remembered as the day on which Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. More than
that, there are other prominent themes. The name itself reminds us of the “new” mandate or command
Jesus gave to love one another as He has loved us (John 13:34). The washing of the feet,, nor-
mally reserved for the lowest servant, is Jesus’ way of demonstrating that kind of love. 

They then ate the Passover, but Jesus gave new meaning to the old rituals. He
called the bread His own body given for them for the forgiveness of their sins; He called the
wine His own blood, shed for them for the for- giveness of sins. This is no mere symbolism.
Jesus says the bread and wine are no longer merely bread and wine but are, by His Word, His
own body and blood. Lutherans have tried to resist attempts to explain how this can be, preferring to take
Jesus at His Word and believe that this is so. This gift is extraordinary nourishment for the church eternal, in which
saints are fed with unending grace and limitless forgiveness.  In Christ our daily and earthly strife is carefully balanced
by divine intervention that we receive in the food of Word, wine, and bread.  This is wonderfully true — that our incred-
ibly shattered lives are healed by the real, genuine presence of Jesus. Because, on this night, our Lord instituted the
Sacrament of the Altar, Maundy Thursday is treated as one of the Church’s high festivals; hence the white paraments
on the altar, pulpit, and lecturn.

This night also recalls the sadness of one of Jesus’ own, Judas Iscariot, betraying Him. After singing a hymn,
they left the Upper Room for the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane where all things would be accom-
plished for our salvation. Be blessed in worship this evening as Pastor preaches on 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-31 on the
theme “CHRIST FOR . . . MY SPIRITUALITY!” a
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UPre-Service Music
UThe Ringing of the Bells

& Lighting of the Candles

WELCOME, GUESTS! We delight to have you join us for worship this
evening. Please avail yourselves of the chance to “sign in” on our

attendance pad. The people around you, and Pastor, look forward to
meeting you! Please come and worship with us again!



P This is the Word of the Lord! L C Thanks be to God!
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UThe Prayer of the Day - At Pastor’s invitation all stand.

UThe Hymn - “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy” — LSB 774

U Invocation & Reading from the Passion of Our Lord - Here, 
after speaking the invocation, Pastor will read the next installment of “The Greatest Part of the Greatest Story Ever Told,” a
harmonization of the four Gospels’ account of our Lord’s passion, from Maundy Thursday through Easter morning. The first
“installment” was read at the Ash Wednesday worship service. Our midweek Lenten services have each included these read-
ings. On Good Friday it will be read at the end of the worship service.

P [Christ] entered once for all into the holy places by means of His own blood, thus securing an eter-
nal redemption.

C Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive 
the promised eternal inheritance.

ALL HE SENT REDEMPTION TO HIS PEOPLE; HE HAS COMMANDED HIS COVENANT FOREVER. (Heb. 9:12b, 15a, 
Ps. 111:9a)

P The Lord be with you!
C (spoken) And also with you!
P Let us pray to the Lord: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of 

Your passion.
C Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of 

Your redemption may continually be manifest in us;
P for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C (spoken) Amen. (Here all may be seated.)

UThe Old Testament Lesson - Jeremiah 31:31-34 - The “new 
covenant” promised from of old. We in the “new testament” who are “in Christ” live in fulfillment of this prophecy.

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the
LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like
the covenant that I made with their fathers on the
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt, My covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33

But this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD:

I will put My law within them, and I will write it on
their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall
be My people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach
his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know
the LORD,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least
of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin
no more.”

UThe Epistle Lesson - Hebrews 10:15–25  - In Christ, there is an altogether 
different way of looking at the things of God!

15 The Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after
saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with
them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put
My laws on their hearts, and write them on their
minds,” 17 then He adds, “I will remember their sins
and their lawless deeds no more.” 18 Where there is
forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for
sin. 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to

enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the
new and living way that He opened for us through the
curtain, that is, through His flesh, 21 and since we have
a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for He Who



P Having loved His own who were in the world, He
loved them to the end. (John 13:1b)

P The holy Gospel, written in the Gospel ac-
cording to St. Luke, the 22nd Chapter: 
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7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on
which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare
the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 9 They said
to Him, “Where will You have us prepare it?” 10 He said
to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow
him into the house that he enters 11 and tell the mas-
ter of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where
is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover
with My disciples?’ 12 And he will show you a large
upper room furnished; prepare it there.” 13 And they
went and found it just as He had told them, and they
prepared the Passover.

14 And when the hour came, He reclined at table,
and the apostles with Him. 15 And He said to them, “I 

have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with
you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And He
took a cup, and when He had given thanks He said,
“Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I
tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit
of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And
He took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
Me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, say-
ing, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new
covenant in My blood.”

L

UThe Gospel Lesson - Luke 22:7–20 - Jesus insitutes the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. (At Pastor’s invitation, please stand.)

C

P This is the Gospel of the Lord!
(Here all may be seated.)

CL

UThe Semon Hymn - “O Lord, We Praise Thee” — LSB 617
UThe Sermon - Text: 1 Corinthians 11:17-31  

Theme: “CHRIST FOR . . . MY SPIRITUALITY!”

promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up
one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encour-

aging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.

UThe Prayers of the Church (At Pastor’s invitation, please stand.)

UThe Offering - DURING THE OFFERING, WE INVITE ALL OUR WORSHIPERS TO PLEASE PASS AND AFFIX
THEIR NAMES TO THE ATTENDANCE PAD (located at the center aisle end of each pew), passing it down the pew for others to sign,
and then returning it to the center aisle end again. Be sure to note those who are worshiping with you and greet them in the
Lord! Those who will attend the Lord’s Supper at this worship service are invited to please mark the appropriate col-
umn/space for that. Guests, we especially delight in your presence with us here — if you will kindly include your full mailing
address, Pastor will send you a personal note. Do you desire a pastoral visit? Kindly check the appropriate column and include
your telephone number, and Pastor will contact you. Members, please use this as a way to update your mailing address, tele-
phone number, and/or e-mail address. Thanks to all for their help and cooperation!
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UThe Choral Anthem - As the offerings are brought to the altar,  our Adult Choir 
sings, “JESUS TOOK THE CUP.” Thanks to our Choir members for using their time and talents to the glory of Christ.

UThe Confession of Sins & Absolution
X The Holy Communion Service  X
P We are gathered tonight because this is a holy night, the night when God  sealed His covenant with 

His people through His own Son’s body and blood.  God gives His people the gift which fulfills our
greatest need: the forgiveness of our sins.  Our Father in heaven desires to restore a right rela-
tionship with you His children. To this end, He has established a new covenant with you through His
Son, Jesus Christ. It is our Father who declares: “I will be their God, and they will be My people.”
Therefore, gathered in His holy name, let us, His people, confess our sins before Him and before
one another: (Here, in the historic posture of the penitent, the Pastor will kneel & Pastor will then continue . . .) Holy God —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — we confess,

C That we have failed to live each day as You have called us to live.  
P We lay before You our grievous faults and sins.
C Sin and every evil have persuaded our words, actions, and thoughts. We   have failed to gen-

uinely love others, choosing instead to selfishly love ourselves. When others needed mercy
and kindness, we have often failed to acknowledge or fulfill their earnest needs.

P Our sins are ever before us.
C We know that we stand guilty before You, and that we truly do deserve both Your present 

wrath and Your eternal condemnation.  
P We flee to You, O God, for mercy and forgiveness, and we plead not our merits but the perfect life 

and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C We trust only in Christ, and no longer in ourselves. We trust in His holy shed  blood to blot 

out our sin &, for His sake, implore Your eternal salvation. (Here Pastor will stand to speak the absolution.)

P It is Christ the Lord Who died, shedding His blood for you. It is He Who grants forgiveness and eter-
nal life. Trusting in His blood, which stained Calvary’s cross and even the ground around it, His
blood which is given to us in His holy Sacrament, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
and because of Christ’s command to do so, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the a Son and of the Holy Spirit. C (spoken) Amen. (Please remain standing.)

Sung as indicated below, to the tune: “Now the Light Has Gone Away” (LSB 887). Words by Rev. Russell
A. Nebhut, © 2003 - used by permission.

P Lord of Hosts be with You now. C And with you His servant true.
P Here He gives His life to you. C By His blood we are made new.
P Let us pray to the Lord . . . Almighty Father, on the night before He suffered, Your dear Son insti-

tuted the Sacrament of His body and blood.
C Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully and in true faith in Jesus  Christ our Lord, 

Who in this holy mystery gives us Himself as a pledge of eternal life;
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P We pray this because of the perfect life and innocent, meritorious death of Jesus, Who lives and 
rules with You and the Holy Spirit, C (spoken) one God, now and forever. Amen.

ALL SING: (Tune: “Now the Light Has Gone Away” - LSB 887)

L

1. Holy, Holy, Holy God,
You alone the heav’ns adore.
High above all heav’nly host
Lift Your name and sing Your praise.

2. Bless and praise Your holy Name.
You who come in common food,
Bread and wine Your glory show
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

+ +

P Lord Jesus, as the dying penitent thief prayed, so do we — remember us in  Your Kingdom — 
and teach us to pray . . .

ALL OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME; THY KINGDOM COME; 
THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN; GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US
OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTA-
TION; BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL; FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOR-
EVER AND EVER. AMEN.

UThe Words of Institution - Spoken by Pastor, then . . .

P The peace of the Lord be you always! C (spoken) And also with you! Amen.
ALL SING: (Tune: “Now the Light Has Gone Away” - LSB 887)

1. Lamb of God You take away
All the sin I claim today.
All my sin and death’s dark stain
Your forgiveness does allay. 

2. Lord of mercy, God of grace,
Look upon our fallen race.
You who are the Lamb of God
Take away our sin today.

+ +

(Here all may be seated.)
OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE is that we ordinarily offer the Lord’s Supper only to those who are communicant members

of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or of congregations which are part of a church
body which is in altar & pulpit fellowship with the LCMS. Scripture teaches that Holy Communion is to be a
confession of a common faith (1 Cor. 10:17; Acts 2:42) and that those who are unprepared may do themselves
spiritual harm (1 Cor. 11:23-32). We do not thereby presume to question another’s faith in Christ, but hold this
historic position out of love for God’s Word and in care for souls. Inviting all Christians to Communion would imply

a oneness which does not yet exist but for which we must all pray. Even as we try to respect the practices of other
Christian denominations, so we ask others to please respect our practice. If there are some whom we do not commune

who would like  to come forward, they may do, crossing their arms over their chests — then the elders who distribute Communion
will pass them by, but our Pastor will speak a blessing over those persons. Any who would like to discuss this practice at more length
may make an appointment with our pastor to do so.  T

UThe Communion Distribution - Both the individual cups and the common cup are offered 
to our communicants. One of our elders will distribute the bread; he will be followed by another elder with the individual cups;
those who desire the common cup may simply let the elder with the individual cups pass by, and Pastor will follow with the chal-
ice.

UThe Distribution Hymns - Some or all of the hymn verses will be sung as time and 
the number of communicants present permit.

^ HYMN: “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord” — LSB 634
^ HYMN: “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” — TLH 620
+
+
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U The Concluding Liturgy     U
(Tune: “Now the Light Has Gone Away” - LSB 887)

P Lord, now let Your servant go.
Grant, in peace, that I may leave
Having seen Your mercy bright,
Your salvation and Your light.

C You have granted me new life
By Your body and Your blood.
Use me now to spread the Word
By Your love let hearts be stirred.

+ +
(Please stand.)

UThe Prayer of Thanksgiving - led by Pastor.

UThe Hymn - “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” — TLH 450 (All may be seated to sing the hymn. During 
the hymn, the Stripping of the Altar.)

UThe Stripping of the Altar anticipates the events of later on Maundy Thursday when 
Jesus was betrayed, accused, and stood trial. It also anticipates our Lord Christ being crucified on Good Friday.
The altar is stripped as a reminder of the starkness of death itself, the death which Christ entered so that we can
have Life. Even the paraments on the Altar, Pulpit, and Lecturn are removed, reminders of how the soldiers gam-
bled for & divided up even His clothing. As Pastor and the Altar Guild “strip” the altar, worshipers are invited to sit
in contemplative silence as the organist plays Lenten hymns.

UThe Benediction - Spoken by Pastor.

UA Time for Prayer - Here worshipers may take a moment for quiet reflection upon God’s 
Word & how to apply the Word heard today to their individual lives. Worshipers are invited to remain for a time of visiting & fellowship, or to exit
on their own.

UThe Postlude/Recessional

E Soli  Deo  Gloria!   E
(To God Alone be glory!)THE ORGANIST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . James Hailey

REMEMBER GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP tomorrow. At 12:15 p.m., our congregation hosts a ½-hour
devotional worship service for people in our community who may worship during their
noon hour. (Members, you might want to attend the Noontime service to “help” the worship
of the few visitors whom we usually have with us — if you have health concerns which keep
you from attending the 7:30P service, then Pastor strongly encourages you to attend the
12:15P service.) At 7:30 p.m.,  we will have our “regular” Good Friday Worship Service.
There will NOT be a meal served prior to that worship service. It will be a “tenebrae” serv-
ice (service of darkness) during which, as we remember our Savior’s death, the church will

be gradually darkened.

EASTER MORNING WORSHIP:
6:30 a.m. — SUNRISE WORSHIP — Holy Communion will be served.

7:45 a.m. — A BREAKFAST will be served (in the Church basement) with a free-will offer-
ing to benefit the  Youth Group. Serving will conclude by 9:00 a.m. (or 
when we run out of food).

9:10 a.m. — SUNDAY SCHOOL & BIBLE CLASSES, as usual.
10:30 a.m. — EASTER WORSHIP with Holy Communion.


