
UThe Pre-Service Music
UThe Ringing of the Bells

& Lighting of the Candles
UPastoral Welcome & Call to Worship

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
C and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
P And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him,
C the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
P the Spirit of counsel and might,
C the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. (Isaiah 11:1–2)

UThe Entrance Hymn - “O Come, Little Children” — in unison, below 
{ During the hymn the children will process for worship. }

1. O COME, LITTLE CHILDREN,   O COME, ONE AND ALL,
TO BETHLEHEM HASTE, TO THE MANGER SO SMALL,
GOD’S SON FOR A GIFT HAS BEEN SENT YOU THIS NIGHT

TO BE YOUR REDEEMER, YOUR JOY AND DELIGHT. (contin’d on p. 2)
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Is the theme of this Christmas worship service which
includes lots of oppportunities for our children to sing
hymns and learn, with us, what Christmas is truly about
and where it “comes from.” Christmas is the fulfillment of

God’s promises to His people of old. The whole story of the Old Testament is the story about
Jesus. The Old Testament traces God’s covenant promise to the people of Israel that one day He
would “make good” on His promise of a Savior for the forgiveness of our sins. Jesus is the fulfill-
ment of all God’s promises! The Old Testament traces our Lord’s lineage both from the point of
view of His human nature (He was born of Mary) and of God’s promises fulfilled! Be blessed!  T

God’s Family Tree

WELCOME, GUESTS! We are truly delighted to
have you join us for worship this evening. Please
avail yourselves of the chance to “sign in” on our

attendance pad. The people around you, and Pastor,
look forward to meeting you! Please come & worship

with us again — & often!

We are:

“A Family of God’s People Dedicated to Bringing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to Everyone!”

L



2. HE’S BORN IN A STABLE FOR YOU AND FOR ME,
DRAW NEAR BY THE BRIGHT GLEAMING STARLIGHT TO SEE,
IN SWADDLING CLOTHES LYING SO MEEK AND SO MILD

AND PURER THAN ANGELS THE HEAVENLY CHILD.

3. SEE MARY AND JOSEPH WITH LOVE BEAMING EYES

ARE GAZING UPON THE RUDE BED WHERE HE LIES,
THE SHEPHERDS ARE KNEELING, WITH HEARTS FULL OF LOVE,
WHILE ANGELS SING LOUD HALLELUJAH’S ABOVE.

4. KNEEL DOWN AND ADORE HIM WITH SHEPHERDS TODAY,
LIFT UP LITTLE HANDS NOW AND PRAISE HIM AS THEY;
REJOICE THAT A SAVIOR FROM SIN YOU CAN BOAST,
AND JOIN IN THE SONG OF THE HEAVENLY HOST. (Please remain standing.)

UThe Salutation & Prayer for Worship
P The Lord be with you. L C (spoken) And with your spirit.

P Let us pray to the Lord . . . O God, at the incarnation of Your only-begotten Son 
You brought to fulfillment Your ancient promise of a Savior to Adam through Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Jesse, David, and finally Joseph and Mary.

C We thank You that, in Holy Baptism, You have grafted us into Your Family 
Tree that we, with Your whole family in heaven and on earth, may sing Your
praises eternally; 

P Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God,

C Now and forever. Amen. (Here all may be seated.)

UThe Homily - “Overcome by a Tree; By a Tree Overcoming”

D D   D

A Dialogue: Why It is Called a “Jesse Tree”

UThe Hymn - “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” — LSB 379
1. (By all S.S. Children) (OVER ~~>)

UThe Offering - DURING THE OFFERING, WE INVITE ALL OUR WORSHIPERS TO PLEASE PASS AND AFFIX

THEIR NAMES TO THE ATTENDANCE PAD (located at the center aisle end of each pew), passing it down the
pew for others to sign, and then returning it to the center aisle end again. Be sure to note those who are
worshiping with you and greet them in the Lord! Guests, we especially delight in your presence with us
here — if you will kindly include your full mailing address, Pastor will send you a personal note. Do you
desire a pastoral visit? Please just check the appropriate column and include your telephone number,
and Pastor will contact you. Members, please use this as a way to update your mailing address, tele-
phone number, and/or email address. Thanks to all for their help and cooperation!
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O come, all ye faithful,   Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him   Born the king of angels: { REFRAIN: }

O COME, LET US ADORE HIM,   O COME, LET US ADORE HIM,
O COME, LET US ADORE HIM,   CHRIST THE LORD!

2. (In unison with the congregation)

Highest, most holy,   Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father   Now in flesh appearing!  { REFRAIN: }

U The Tree Planted  U
Adam and Eve

Pastor: In Genesis 3 it says:  The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have 
done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her off-
spring; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” To the woman
He said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth
children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” And
to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns
and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By
the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of
it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Gen. 3:14-19)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

{ The TREE WITH FRUIT SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

Pastor: In Hebrews 2 it says: Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, 
[Christ] Himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death He might
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. (Hebrews 2:14–15)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

UThe Hymn - “Now Are the Days Fulfilled” — TLH 99 (in unison by all)

1. NOW ARE THE DAYS FULFILLED,   GOD'S SON IS MANIFESTED,
NOW HIS GREAT MAJESTY IN HUMAN FLESH IS VESTED.
BEHOLD THE MIGHTY GOD,   BY WHOM ALL WRATH IS STILLED,
THE WOMAN'S PROMISED SEED —   NOW ARE THE DAYS FULFILLED.
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U Noah and the Flood U
Pastor: In Genesis 9, it says: Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him . . . “I estab-

lish My covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters
of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” And God
said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between Me and you and every
living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set My bow in the
cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. . . . When
the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” (Gen. 9:8,

11–13, 16)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

{ The RAINBOW SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

Pastor: In 1 Peter 3 it says: For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but
made alive in the spirit, in which He went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,
because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now
saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 3:18–21)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

UThe Song - “As Each Happy Christmas” (by the children)
1. As each happy Christmas   Dawns on earth again,

Comes the holy Christ Child   To the hearts of men.

2. Enters with His blessing   Into ev’ry home,
Guides and guards our footsteps   As we go and come.

3. All unknown, beside me   He will ever stand
And will safely lead me   With His own right hand. (Little Ones Sing Praise, p. 81)

U The Tree Promised U
UThe Song - “God Loves Me Dearly” - v. 1 by the children, following verses with the cong.

1. (By the children)

God loves me dearly,   Grants me salvation,
God loves me dearly,   Loves even me.
{ REFRAIN: } THEREFORE I’LL SAY AGAIN:  GOD LOVES ME DEARLY,

GOD LOVES ME DEARLY,   LOVES EVEN ME.

2. I WAS IN SLAV’RY,   SIN, DEATH, AND DARKNESS;
GOD’S LOVE WAS WORKING TO MAKE ME FREE. { REFRAIN: }
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3. HE SENT FORTH JESUS,   MY DEAR REDEEMER,
HE SENT FORTH JESUS AND SET ME FREE. { REFRAIN: }

4. JESUS, MY SAVIOR,    HIMSELF DID OFFER

JESUS, MY SAVIOR,   PAID ALL I OWED.  { REFRAIN: }

5. NOW I WILL PRAISE YOU, O DEAREST SAVIOR;
NOW I WILL PRAISE YOU ALL MY LIFE LONG.  { REFRAIN: }

Pastor: The sin of Adam & Eve infected the whole world; wickedness was everywhere. 
So God made a plan to punish the people for their sins with a great flood. But God
saved the Family Tree through Noah. In the book of Genesis 12 it says: Now the
LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and
I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1–3)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

{The FIELD OF STARS SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

Pastor: In Galatians 3 it says: Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—
so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so
that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. (Galatians 3:13–14)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

UThe Hymn - “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” — LSB 352 (in unison)

1. LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD.   WHO HATH TRULY KEPT HIS WORD

AND THE SINNERS' HELP AND FRIEND NOW AT LAST TO US DOTH SEND.

2. WHAT THE FATHERS MOST DESIRED,   WHAT THE PROPHETS' HEART INSPIRED,
WHAT THEY LONGED FOR MANY A YEAR,   STANDS FULFILLED IN GLORY HERE.

3. ABRAM’S PROMISED GREAT REWARD,   ZION'S HELPER, JACOB'S LORD, —
HIM OF TWOFOLD RACE BEHOLD, —   TRULY CAME, AS LONG FORETOLD.

The Promise passed on to Abraham’s son Isaac . . .

Pastor:  In Genesis 22 it says: And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second 
time from heaven and said, “By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely
bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as
the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his
enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 22:15–18)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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{ The RAM SYMBOl is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

Pastor: In 1 Peter 1 it says: Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inher-
ited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. (1 Peter

1:18–19)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

UThe Song - “The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)” — sung in unison

The Promise passed on to Isaac’s son Jacob . . .

Pastor : In Genesis 28 it says: Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. And he came 
to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking
one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place
to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth,
and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascend-
ing and descending on it! And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am
the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on
which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. Your offspring shall be like
the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and
to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families
of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go,
and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what
I have promised you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the
LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, “How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God,  and this is the
gate of heaven.” (Genesis 28:10–17)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

{ The LADDER SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }
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UThe Hymn - “Now Are the Days Fulfilled” — TLH 99 (in unison)

2. NOW ARE THE DAYS FULFILLED,   LO, JACOB'S STAR IS SHINING;
THE GLOOMY NIGHT HAS FLED WHEREIN THE WORLD LAY PINING.
NOW, ISRAEI, LOOK ON HIM WHO LONG THY HEART HATH THRILLED;
HEAR ZION'S WATCHMEN CRY:   NOW ARE THE DAYS FULFILLED.

Slavery in Egypt (400 years!), Moses, and the “Passover” . . .

Mindy: In Exodus 3 & 12 it says: Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, 
Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness
and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of the LORD appeared
to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. . . . And [God] said, “I am the God of
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the LORD said, “I have
surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry
because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land
to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey. . . . And when you
come to the land that the LORD will give you, as He has promised, you shall keep
this service. And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this serv-
ice?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for He passed over
the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when He struck the Egyptians but
spared our houses.’ ” (Exodus 3:1–2, 6–8a; 12:25–27a)

Mindy: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

{ The BURNING BUSH AND LAMB SYMBOL are placed on the Jesse Tree. }

Pastor: In 1 Corinthians it says: Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us 
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and
evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

UThe Song - “The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)” — sung in unison from p. 6

The Promise to be passed on through King David . . .

Joseph: In 2 Samuel 7 it says: Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep, that you should be prince over My people Israel. And I
have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from
before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones
of the earth. And I will appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, so
that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over
My people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the
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LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. When your days are
fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you,
who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a
house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be
to him a father, and he shall be to Me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will dis-
cipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my stead-
fast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from
before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before
Me. Your throne shall be established forever. (2 Samuel 7:8–16)

Joseph:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

{ The HARP SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Treer. }

Pastor : In the Gospel of John, chapter 7, it says: When they heard these words, some of 
the people said, “This really is the Prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But
some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the
Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village
where David was?” (John 7:40–42)

Pastor : This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

UThe Hymn - “O Little Town of Bethlehem” — LSB 361 (by congregation)

1. (By the children)

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM,   HOW STILL WE SEE THEE LIE!
ABOVE THY DEEP AND DREAMLESS SLEEP THE SILENT STARS GO BY;
YET IN THY DARKNESS SHINETH THE EVERLASTING LIGHT;
THE HOPES AND FEARS OF ALL THE YEARS ARE MET IN THEE TONIGHT.

2. (In unison, congregation with children)

FOR CHRIST IS BORN OF MARY,   AND GATHERED ALL ABOVE,
WHILE MORTALS SLEEP, THE ANGELS KEEP THEIR WATCH OF WONDERING LOVE.
O MORNING STARS, TOGETHER PROCLAIM THE HOLY BIRTH

AND PRAISES SING TO GOD, THE KING,   AND PEACE TO MEN ON EARTH.

God’s prophet Isaiah prophesies . . .

Walker: In Isaiah 7 it says: Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name
Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:13–14)

Walker: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

{ The BRANCH SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

Pastor: In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 1, it says: But as [Joseph] considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph,
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in
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her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus,
for He will save His people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). (Matthew

1:20–23)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

UThe Hymn - “Joy to the World” — LSB 387
1. (By the children ALONE)

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!   Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room   And heaven and nature sing.

2. (Children & Congregation)

JOY TO THE EARTH, THE SAVIOR REIGNS!   LET MEN THEIR SONGS EMPLOY,
WHILE FIELDS AND FLOODS, ROCKS, HILLS, AND PLAINS REPEAT THE SOUNDING JOY.

John the Baptist . . .

Pastor: In the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 3, it says: The word of God came to John the son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in
the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall
become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, and all flesh shall
see the salvation of God.’ ” He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be
baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of
the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.” (Luke 3:2b–9)

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

{ The SCALLOP SHELL SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree }

David:   In Gospel of John, chapter 1, it says: And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about Him, and cried out, “This was He
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because He was before
me.’ ”) And from His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:14–17)

David: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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UThe Hymn - “On Jordan’s Bank” — LSB 344 (in unison)

1. ON JORDAN'S BANK THE BAPTIST'S CRY ANNOUNCES THAT THE LORD IS NIGH;
AWAKE AND HEARKEN, FOR HE BRINGS GLAD TIDINGS OF THE KING OF KINGS!

2. THEN CLEANSED BE EV’RY LIFE FROM SIN;   MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY FOR GOD WITHIN,
AND LET US ALL OUR HEARTS PREPARE FOR CHRIST TO COME AND ENTER THERE.

3. WE HAIL THEE AS OUR SAVIOR, LORD,   OUR REFUGE AND OUR GREAT REWARD;
WITHOUT THY GRACE WE WASTE AWAY LIKE FLOW’RS THAT WITHER AND DECAY.

God Selects Mary to be the Mother of the Savior . . .

Walker: In Luke, chapter 1, it says: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came
to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might
be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. And the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the
Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived
a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will
be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let
it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. (Luke
1:26–38)

Walker: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

{ The WHITE LILLY SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

UThe Hymn - “Joy to the World” — LSB 387 (by the congregation)

3. NO MORE LET SINS AND SORROWS GROW NOR THORNS INFEST THE GROUND;
HE COMES TO MAKE HIS BLESSINGS FLOW FAR AS THE CURSE IS FOUND. . . .

4. HE RULES THE WORLD WITH TRUTH AND GRACE AND MAKES THE NATIONS PROVE

THE GLORIES OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WONDERS OF HIS LOVE. . .

God Reassures Joseph . . .

Rachel: In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 1, it says: And her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her qui-
etly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
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and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” All
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the vir-
gin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which
means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth
to a son. And he called His name Jesus.

Rachel: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

{ The HAMMER & SAW SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

UThe Song - “Away in a Manger” — by the children
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,   

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

Angels Appear to Shepherds! . . .

Caleb:  In the Gospel of Luke, chapter 2, it says: In those days a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered,
each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and
laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. And in the
same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” (Luke 2:1–14)

Caleb: This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God! †     11 †



{ The ANGEL SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

UThe Hymn - “From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come” — LSB 358 (by the congregation)

1. “From heav’n above to earth I come   To bear good news to ev’ry home;
GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY I BRING,   WHEREOF I NOW WILL SAY AND SING:

2. “TO YOU THIS NIGHT IS BORN A CHILD OF MARY, CHOSEN VIRGIN MILD;
THIS LITTLE CHILD OF LOWLY BIRTH,   SHALL BE THE JOY OF ALL THE EARTH.”

8. WELCOME TO EARTH, O NOBLE GUEST,   THROUGH WHOM THE SINFUL WORLD IS BLEST!
YOU CAME TO SHARE MY MISERY THAT YOU MIGHT SHARE YOUR JOY WITH ME.

9. AH, LORD, THOUGH YOU CREATED ALL,   HOW WEAK YOU ARE, SO POOR AND SMALL,
THAT YOU SHOULD CHOOSE TO LAY YOUR HEAD WHERE LOWING CATTLE LATELY FED!

And the Shepherds Tell . . .

Aaron: Again, in Luke 2, it says: When the angels went away from them into heav-
en, the shepherds said to one anther, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them. (Luke 2:15–20)

Aaron:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

{ The SHEPHERD CROOK SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

UThe Hymn - “Go Tell It On the Mountain” — LSB 388 (by the congregation)

{ REFRAIN: } (sung first by the children alone — then, on the verses & other refrains, the congregation joins in)

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN,   OVER THE HILLS AND EV’RYWHERE;
GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN   THAT JESUS CHRIST IS BORN!

1. WHILE SHEPHERDS KEPT THEIR WATCHING O’ER SILENT FLOCKS BY NIGHT,
BEHOLD, THROUGHOUT THE HEAVENS THERE SHONE A HOLY LIGHT.  { REFRAIN: }

2. THE SHEPHERDS FEARED AND TREMBLED WHEN LO, ABOVE THE EARTH

RANG OUT THE ANGEL CHORUS THAT HAILED OUR SAVIOR’S BIRTH.  { REFRAIN: }

3. DOWN IN A LONELY MANGER THE HUMBLE CHRIST WAS BORN;
AND GOD SENT US SALVATION THAT BLESSED CHRISTMAS MORN.  { REFRAIN: }

The Promise Fulfilled Lies in the Manger . . .

{The MANGER SYMBOL is placed on the Jesse Tree. }

†     12 †



UThe Hymn - “From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come” — LSB 358 (by the congregation)

13. AH, DEAREST JESUS, HOLY CHILD,   PREPARE A BED, SOFT, UNDEFILED,
A QUIET CHAMBER SET APART FOR YOU TO DWELL WITHIN MY HEART.

14. MY HEART FOR VERY JOY MUST LEAP;   MY LIPS NO MORE CAN SILENCE KEEP.
I, TOO, MUST SING WITH JOYFUL TONGUE THAT SWEETEST ANCIENT CRADLE SONG:

15. GLORY TO GOD IN HIGHEST HEAV’N,   WHO UNTO US HIS SON HAS GIV’N!
WHILE ANGELS SING WITH PIOUS MIRTH A GLAD NEW YEAR TO ALL THE EARTH!

(At Pastor’s invitation, please stand.)

P God’s Family Tree has been planted, promised, pruned,and presented to the world at 
Christmas. Let us praise the Lord, who is faithful to His Word. The Lord be with you!

C And also with you.

P Let us pray to the Lord . . . O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festival of the 
birth of Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, grant that we, who joyfully receive Him
as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge;  for He lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, the only true God,

C Who will live and rule forever. Amen.

UThe Lord’s Prayer(prayed in unison, below)

P Let us bless the Lord!
C Thanks be to God!

P The grace of our Lord Jesus  T Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

C Amen.

UThe Hymn - “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” — LSB 380 (by the congregation)

1. HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING,   “GLORY TO THE NEWBORN KING;
PEACE ON EARTH AND MERCY MILD,   GOD AND SINNERS RECONCILED!”
JOYFUL, ALL YE NATIONS, RISE,   JOIN THE TRIUMPH OF THE SKIES;
WITH THE_ANGELIC HOST PROCLAIM,   “CHRIST IS BORN IN BETHLEHEM!”
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING,   “GLORY TO THE NEWBORN KING!”

2. CHRIST, BY HIGHEST HEAV’N ADORED,   CHRIST, THE EVERLASTING LORD,
LATE IN TIME BEHOLD HIM COME,   OFFSPRING OF A VIRGIN’S WOMB.
VEILED IN FLESH THE GODHEAD SEE,   HAIL THE_INCARNATE DEITY!
PLEASED AS MAN WITH MAN TO DWELL,   JESUS, OUR IMMANUEL!
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING,   “GLORY TO THE NEWBORN KING!”

†     13 †

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to pray:
ALL: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME; THY KINGDOM COME; THY WILL

BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN; GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US

OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO

TEMPTATION; BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL; FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND

THE GLORY FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.



3. HAIL, THE HEAV’N-BORN PRINCE OF PEACE!   HAIL, THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS!
LIGHT AND LIFE TO ALL HE BRINGS,   RIS’N WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS.
MILD HE LAYS HIS GLORY BY,   BORN THAT MAN NO MORE MAY DIE,
BORN TO RAISE THE SONS OF EARTH,   BORN TO GIVE THEM SECOND BIRTH.
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING,   “GLORY TO THE NEWBORN KING!”

†     14 †

2 Immanuel!   2
U The Postlude/Recessional

U 2010 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE! 
Please take yours as a reminder to you of the vital, ongoing work of
this Christian congregation in the coming year. If you have relatives
or friends or other acquaintances who are not here, please take
their offering envelopes and deliver them for us! Thanks! May the
Lord bless and grow us in the grace of giving!

God with us!

U PLEASE JOIN US ON THIS FRI. FOR CAROL
ING! Visitors, we would delight to have you join us, too! We
will visit a few of the shut-in members of our congregation
and, time permitting, we will walk through a Nursing Home or
two and, possibly, a ward or two of the local hospital. We will
gather here at the Church at 4-ish, leave from the Church by
4:30p-ish, and return here later. Want to join us after you are
free from work? Call Pastor’s cell 573.380.0752 and he’ll tell
you where we are so that you may join us. We’ll return to the
church for soup and, possibly, pizza.

THE ORGANIST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Hailey

THE PIANIST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Susan Werner
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U CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES: 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP begins at 7 p.m. The Lord’s Supper will 
be a part of that worship service. The liturgy will be sung to the tune of
Christmas hymns. The worship service will conclude in candlelight.
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP begins at 9 a.m. It will largely consist of 
Scripture readings and Christmas hymns.

U NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP begins at 7 p.m. The Lord’s 
Supper will be a part of that worship service. After the worship service,
worshipers are invited to bring snacks and drinks to share to the home
of Cliff & Lynette Shirrell for a New Year’s Eve party.

U NEWLY-ELECTED & RE-ELECTED OFFICERS of the con-
gregation, please remember that you will be installed to your respective
offices at the 10:30 a.m. Divine Service on Sunday, 3 January.
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